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DUNNOS , ^ 

ORIGINALS; 

COHTAIVIirO A SORT OV 

REALj TRADITIONAL^ AND CONJECTURAL 

OF YBB 

ANTIQUITIES OF DUNSTABLE, 

AND rrS VICINITY. 



PART THE FIK9T 

C0MPRI8M 

THE TALE OF DUNN 5 

OR TBI 

ORIGIN OF DUNSTABLE, 

With cursory Remarks, Ot^servationSy &c. ke, 

— — -' ■ ' ■■ . i . 

AND COHTAIVS 
' MATERIALS DUG FROM AKCIENT MINES.'* 

YonVe read the tales^of Robin Hood, 

That famM outlaw and archer food. 

Of Wallace bold, that Scotsman brave ; f^'y/l f:r 

Bot not of Dunn, his horse, and cave ; V^lrl!':' 

ho here the very tale you have. \^\J W^-v!/ A'^I 

SOLD BY W. NICHOLL9» 
iKENlLD-ROW, WEST-STREET, DUNSTABLE* 
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uK'n^n 



W^ AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE AUTHORS,, 

VIZ. 

1 DUNNO, ■. 

TATTERNHOE SHEPHERD. 



lejadc,— y . 
aid; ) '■ 



IF men of talent wilt not write. 
Shall our old Towns be buried quite 
In dark Oblivion^s gloomy shade ? 
No, Shepherd, no, let's cheat the j 
Agreed my friend, Ml lend my aid j 
So you pen down the Tale of Dunk, 
While orer yonder hills I run, ^ *^ *^' 

And fetch that ancient shepherd^s crook, •-»->' '^ 

It's mark'd with letters, like a book. ' \ ' 



t r xi. 'f*y-a i ^> A 



PRINTED BY R. DOWSON, NOTTINGHAM. 



Entered at Stationers'' Hall. 



- Digitized by VAPOQ IC 



j 



'^.^Ak. -f 



DUJvjfO'S ORiaijntLS. 



i 



N, 



I EAR Old M«B;intitn Town {a) 
Hard by the Watling-Streel, (i) 
That daring Robber Dumn, (<?) 
Had found a safe retreat. 

Within the woods, beTow the hills. 

That south the Ikenild Road, 
Just; by the place where Eleanor's Cross, (d) 

A Q0£isK of England sto^KT* 

It was a chalky, gloomy cave^ 

Hewn from a rocky spot. 
Still by tradition handed down, 

The place is not forgot.^ (e) 

Loi^ be defied King HmrjsniB (/) 

With all his chosen teoda, 
And many a Norman prbttd^ 

Fell by bia ruffian hiiKkb 

For many a dqr tb^ehaieed bim^ 

When he was on the road; 
Bttt dare not fotldw after Dtmnig 

Into the Cbiltem Wood, . 
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His HoRSB was fleet and stronsr. 
And to the tracts nnuch us'd ; 

Besides bold Dunn, tho' two to one. 
The fight had ne'er refused. 

His sword was long, his arm was strong. 

He'd been in many a fray ; 
And in his Den, hid from the sun. 

The spoil of hundreds lay. 

Dunn many winding paths had made. 
Which led him through the woods; 

Although his chief retreating-place 
Was under the cross-roads. 

Where oft he heard the soldiers 

A cursing of his name ; 
For comrades that were missing. 

Who by his hands were slain. 

Long tinrte they watched Dunn, 

Unto their pain and cost ; 
Till they informed the^iNa,. 

Their labour was but lost. 

They said he was^sopie evil fiends 

Not man of mortal blood ; 
But vanish'd in a flash of, fire! 

When they approach'd the wood. 

Still Henerie resolved wa9» 

To put this Robber dpwti ; 
He said we'll fell this,Cb'»l«^rti W^x>d» 

And here I'll build a Town, 
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And gftnt to it my Cliarterf 
The Townsmen shall bo free ! 

But be who kills that Rebel Dun vf: ! 
Sare£NiGiiTE]> be shall be I 

His armed aoldifrs fellM the woods. 
Through fear of Du km they say ; 

And present discovered wHi»re 
His plac^ of ambush lay. 

A dreary path overgrown with briars. 

And roots of lofty trees ; 
The sigbl of which amaz*^d them all. 

And made their beartVblood freeze. 

They pausM awhile r but the reward 

Again set them to work ; 
And armour'd soldiers with long spears. 

Did guard the passage dark. 

With flaming torch, and gUttering arms. 
The cavern they drew near; 

But slowly moved with trembling steps. 
Dreading some danger there. 

Id armour bright, their chief advanc*d. 

His Lancers covered close ; 
And great was their surprize to find 

Within the cave a Hobse. 

Ah, sure a noble steed he was. 
To Ring and Stapi^e tied ! 

Who at the sight \>( men and speurs, 
Again aloud he neigbM i 



J 
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Adieu my Dunn ! a voice cried out^ . 

From thee I now must flee; 
But as for H%rry» or bis men» 

Tbey never shall take Ms* 

They took the horse, ia coloQrlike 

Unto his masfer'a name; 
The King admir'd this noble horse^^ 

He was a horse of fame. 

But where*s the Rebel Dunn, he cried^ 
Have you brought that outlaw ? 

O no, my Liege, tlie chieftain saidji 
His shade we only saw I 

King Henry ^id, "fis wonderful ! 

That from you he could flee ; 
But on this spot I'll build a Town, 

Which DuNSTAFLE shall he. 

But first I will try otber meana 

To take this Rebel Dunn! 
For whilst he lives, I am not safe , 

Upon the kriglish Throne I 

So now prepare a Pilla^r strongs 

Out of the largest tree ; 
And from this Cave here let it rise. 

That travellers may see :^ 

And on it fix Dunn's iron riug,. 

To which this horse was tied ; 
Above I'll place my own gold ring. 

And there tbey shall abide. 
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Perchance it outy decoy liim iiere» 

To steal or cot it dowo ; 
But mark ! I prize thja golden ring 

As equal to my crown I 

Instant bis orders were obey*d» 

The woods with music rung ; 
These valiant Normans were mucii pleatM, 

To think they'd routed Dumn. 

That daring chief soon heard the news 

About this Golden Ring, 
He said» We soon will have itdown^ 

In spite of Norman King. 

Dunn marcbM his gang on that dark nighty 

Unto the Cross Road way ; 
The Guards they slew ! the Staple drew t 

And took the Ring away I 

Nor could the King with all his men» 

This Dunninge ever take ; 
"Until by Houghton ♦ Witch betray'd! 

/' Was strangled at the Stake! ! 

The Sta|>1e and the Ring they founds 
Which Dunn had stole away; 

The Town still bears them for its Arms 
Unto this present day. 



* Hoaslttoa Witdkcf, »od DnnMtable Larlkt^ 
Are 8tUI Admiccd by all gay H^parkt. 
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Long time before Dtjini*^ gioomyCaro 
Within the Wood was fbund s 

The Roman armiei rested iiere. 
Upon this Cbiltern GrouMU 

And near the present I>iniSTABiiS» {gf 
Their stationed I^ions lay t ' ' ' 

At antient Magitif'imidro, 
Close by the Ikentld-^ay.^iSi) 
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REFERENCES, 



(a) Magintun^ Magintum^ or Magiovimium^ a 
British town mentiotied in A Dtohius's Itenerary. 
After the invasion of the Romans, it was occupied 
as a garrison^ or station, to keep the Britons in' 
subjection. Mr. Camden places it at Madmrng 
Bowre, Madit^ . Bower» or Magdenburgk^ situate 
between Dunstable and the village of Sewell; 
which village may probably have derived its name 
from the British words GwtHa, or SutUa^ alluding* 
to water; as several springs of Que water issue from* 
the.bottom of the bill, on whicli Mading Bower 
stands, and were most likely used . by its ancient 
iahabiiants. 

(b) FFa^/M^-iS^rde^.'-^-The principal military road 
of the Romans b^ao at Dover, passed throughr 
London, St. Albans, Dunstatile, Stony Siratfofd, 
&c. &C. into North Wales. 

(c) Dunn^ or Duninge, commonly called Dunn 
the Robber^ whose appreh^ision^ or exterroipatien. 
King Henry the first was diesirous to accomf^Hiib; 
whi^b leads to. conjecture that this Dunn was 
something ipore than a .pommoo Riobber* ISei 
probably might. have bee^i one of King Halrold's 
soldiers that survived the battle of Hastitiga ; and 
still adhering to the cause of that king, and nob 
relishing the new conquerors, had gained over a 
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cotMiderable number of the English to join him, 
and oppose the Nonnan invaders; for the old 
record describes him as having a gang» or company 
of followers: — but here 1 will insert the aiicient 
account, aa recorded in the' private Monastic 
History of Dunstable.-* 

'' It is to be observed^ that that area.oi* structure, 
'* at the meeting of the way of Watling and 
*f Ikentng, was first contrived by Henrie the Elder 
^ of that, name, King of Eugland, to prevent the 
^ mischief of cme Dunn, a. famous robber and bis^ 
*^ gang; and that from this Dunn, the place was ' 
^ called Dunstable* Our Lord the King buik a 
^ Borough there, and a royal stat for himself near 
V it« The Burgesses were free in evety thing a« 
MxHher Burgesses in the King's Realm. ^ The 
** King had in the sanoe village a fkir and market, 
<' and afterwards built a churchi v^befeHi uy Vn^ 
** authority of Pope Eugenius the Third, he placed 
*f canons regular* febflSng the aaid religious in the 
^ whole Borough by charter^ and granting them 
** aev^^ immunities.'' 

The Area here mentioned, I take to be the space 
of groiiad that was oleaced by cutting down the 
woods which grew by the side of the roads. The 
village was probably Houghton Regis, as we find 
Ifae King exchanged lands with the peof^e of 
Houghton, by g^hig tbeftn. the satoe quatliity of 
ground from his wood, called Bock, or Beech 
Wood] now called Buck Wood Stubbs, in hia 
miKior of Kenswortb; in Hertfordshire^ 
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(d) EUiam'$ Ctm. King Edward the First, 
in memory of bis Queen Eleanor, at tbe places 
irbere her corpse rested, oo their journey from 
Herdley, m Liocolnsbire, (o Westminster Abbey, 
where she was buriedy A. D. ItOO, caused stately 
crosses, or columns to be erected. This cross, or 
rather column, at Dunstable, was adorned with 
•tatoes, and the Arma of Engiand, Caitite and 
Pontbeu; and stood by the road side^ near the 
eptrance of the Public House, known by thesign 
of the Rose and Crown, south of the hous^ called 
tbe Cross House ; as the seite, and part of the 
foundatkm was disco?ered inclosed, or set round 
with^oak posts, in a circle, at equal distances, when 
the road was improved, ponds filled in, and the 
houses removed from the middle of the town, about 
the jfear 1803. 

(e) Plac€j^V\z. a large cellar belonging to a 
bouse in tbe center of Dunstable, (at the ettstem 
angle, where those road» cross each other, andentiy 
called Watling Street, and Ikenild Way,) formerly 
a puUic house, known by the sign of the Old 
Wheat Sheaf; where report says the original post, 
or father a iarge tree, with the Ring and Staple, 
were to. he seen in the last ceottiry, (6r part of 
tkeaaj being nearly consumed by the cofikxlin^ 
baod^Time. 

(/) " Henrythe First, sumamed Btatid^, King 
** of Eoglaud, after Maglntum, or Msgiovimiudii; by 
** wers.or other causes w^s dei^troyed, built another 
'Mown, with a royal- seat, at Kingsbury;* and 
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** planted a colony thai sb(Hdd be axAirb to the 

**iq8oleppe of robbers!" . . « i 

Od the spot wbere. the aocieat palaoe stood, <of 
which no vestige at this. time remains,) is erectad 
a modern bouse; on ibe north mdn of the cboreii, 
lately improved with neat gardens, &o. , In the 
garden Mrall, near the house, is placed a piooe of 
antiquity, worthy the notice of the curious, which 
for centuries has lain buried in oblivion; itis tbe 
original Arms. of the Priory of DnnstaUe, carved 
in stope^.and waei discovered in laking downmn 
old farm house, in tbe town of Duiitiable,<>ppo8iC^ 
the priory house, where it bad been used* as a 
building stone, and the carved work filled up with 
mortar. (I saw it soon after it was discovered :) it 
appears to have been the center of a window, or 
door-case, (most likely over the grand entrance to 
tjlie priory house was its ancient situation,) as the 
Gothic mouldings were visible on one side of the 
quatrefoil whic;h snrcouod& the shield, consisting 
of hollows, sqiiares, &c. plainly demonstrated that 
it had been joined to other mouldings used in 
a building ; probably removed from some part of 
the old priory, at the; dissolution of mottaatries, in 
the reign of Henry the Eighth, {a) Great numbers 
of the old Tatternhoe building-stones worked with 
mouldings, &c. are found in most of the housea 
and buildings of Dunstable; also in several barns 
and buildings are massy oak b^ams, with Gothic 
mouldings, kc painted red, and varioua colours, 
(though generally red, the other coiours being wionl 
.0^4 for English red was always tbe prime, or first' 
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coloiir^ Msed in pttintiog tmber, in Ihoee days. 
T%edetifliAere I ooiiBider to hire iMeti parts of the 
ttctent chumb.or prioiy, &c. kcJ^ •*Ki»g Henry 
Mio erected aiid endowed a magnificeiil churcb» 
awi priory," a few remains of which are atill 
Biandiog, though time and ignopanee bate defto^ 
much of their beauty, a thing generally regretted 
1^ an adoMrera of antiquity and the arts, f 

The History of Dunstable sayt; the ancient 
churcli was built in the form of a cross, as 
cathedrals generatly are; and the bell Tower was 
crcclfed on arehes, supported by these massy pillars^ 
or shafts, at the east end of the present churchy 
which has proved to be correct: for corresponding 



f^/ #Tkc Aims of the Priory of DmntaMe m Argent, a Pile 
Sable, charged with a Ring and Staple, ouiJBordure encralid 
of ihe Third. ^ — • 

. TM«Hirifi«l anient Ams, before-mentioned, has a Pile, 
or rather a MUitary Stake, soeh a« the caralry soldiert used 
m their camps, and foraging parties, for securing their horseS, 
by driring this stake, or pile, into the earth. 

The BUe, the Staple, and the Ring, 
Was given hy that learned king, 
^ The first-namM Henerie. 
' He built their Town, 
Pot Rdhhers down. 
And made the Tiiif«a«ea free. 

I laside this ancient Church, with plaster overlaid. 
Across the western end Ifaereia^eolonade, 
QmifliM to ornament that vacant space no fleuht. 
Bat 1§A and whUo.waah'd mortar hare shnC fhosehetnties MLmm 
fiscuse me Master Bricklayer, if I this job 4erid^ "^ 

Yon should hare wrought your mortar-work apontheintwio^tMa. 

6 
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fouiidatioil4$t<Hie8 to those pUh»,ib«fe be^^ilB^> 
moved opposite them on the east $ide^ trtoo that 
part of the Frioiy Field watdug up^ tojearcbl^g 
ht ^onesi by a Mr* Craw^r, who^ben resided at 
the Prioiy Houae ; part of which atooea oompoa^ 
the if«ll round the east end of the field> nMr 
^hicb wall grew a row of large beeeh trees. One 
of this rpjRT of trees was cut dowAabo^t the j^ar 
1783, in consequence of a large arm of the tree 
splitting off; and daitiagitig the timber. In: re- 
movijog Uie roott of this tree» the woHimeo dia^ 
covert a laige stone c^ffiii, with an hoawo 
riieleton therein; several parte of which w«re 
perfect: there was no inscription or device pcfr . 
eeptibleon any part of the coflSo. The remainder 
ef the trees were cut down in the year 1811 ; an* 
in digging out the rooU of these trees, two ^ma 
foundations of solid stone wdre discovered, runninrf^ 
exactly parallel With the ^Mn of the middle aisle 
of the present church ; the spot where the stone 
coffin was discovered was between those two 
foundations : from these circiimsUnces I consider 
the ancient buildings of the church extended to 
the present wall of the Priory Field. It appears 
the Tower, or«elUoft of fhe present church is^ 
much later buildivig than other parts of the west- 
front, whose angles terminated with similarTurreU 
and buttresses; theaddiUon is plainly perceived, 
by the introduction of squares of flints alternately 
set in the l^uiiding, which proves the bells buhg in 
some other part of the ch urch.^ 

mw^\* thAt ancient Turret, wKicb Jjrtc*^ tliy «0"**»^ ^» . 
uffrSii^^^ ••Vcted. tlH^r ?l^^ the eye no more. 
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: AnMlief eircnmilfti^ hftve •bMnred in thfe 
wesl-'f rout of tbecburch, which hasetctped the 
notice, I bcUeve, of til who hate wrote dewriptioM 
ofthilbet^tifiiUpeciiiieQ of ancient workmanabip* 
thL there appears 4o have been two Busts of the 
foander. King Henry the First, wearing hiscrown^ 
on the capitab of the outermost shafts of that 
deg^nt arch, ov^ the church doors. Part of that 
on the north Side is sliU remaining^ though in a 
very mutilated * sUte; but sufficient remains to 
diaeovef who the representation was meant for: it 
sf^pears tohave been weU eMCiited^imd some years 
ngoouMtof the crown was visible; the other Bust 
tt qnit^ T«a«>v0d fhim ite place. In the north 
Imttfeasof tbvl west^ front of the church, are some 
yemains of tlie lower pan of a statue, in a nicb ; 
it SLppedrs, by the dftipery, to represent the figure 
&f an Apostle; probnbly St Peter, as the church 
WasHkllcat^ to th4t Saint; t 

Sing ^eni^y atso built and endowed a Priory of 
I M^ Cilh6ns, or, Augustine Friars; and near 
' the chufchi ttie arch of the gateway, ^nA ddor, 
aiid window of the Porter^s Lodge, stitt remains 
standing; ateo^ in the Priory House ar^ arched 
dtone roofs^ to soine of tlie rooms, similar to tiiose 
inside the church, near arid in the vlHf ry rootn> 
the valuation of this Priory at the dissolution,, in 
the lUiign of Henry Ihe £ightb/^te^ four hua« 



9 t A^ 9^ Tvciceo \lie uniledft'fl sparrow fuU 
With carved fi-a|^roejit8 from thy western wail, 
By ,thoug:htless l>eys broke off with fliuten st6ne, 
They b«$re d^cM thee movf thw tlnii« t»|ll>do»t« 
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di'ed ahd two pottki^ fourteen sbitli^ ancT 
Beveti^pcnce, 

, there ipraft likewise at Duostable* a Friary of 
Friar PreadlefB^ founded by l^liog Henry, whgee 
valuation at the dissolutioq was four pounds eigbr 
teen shillings and four-pence. Tlie sciteof ttiis 
Friary was in a field near TaUle. Sq^iare, io^ tli€ 
South Street of Dunstable There was a QhurcU 
or chapel, with a burial-place belonging to tba^ 
Friary, and human bones and skeletons bave bee^ 
13i^C0vered-ii^^6fl»oiui)g tlie-foots of large walnut- 
trees, which grew in Uiat fields or orchard. Tra* 
dition says there was a church called St Mary 
Ov.ers, in this town^ and there is^a nMadow^at tbif 
time called by that name> near Butt's Dell, on the 
south side of Butt*s Lane. I also find there was 
another order of Frtars^ in Dunstable, wJioae 
bouse, &c might be near iJIm meadow, or ioithe 
opposite field, on the north side of Butt's Lttoe, 
i$ it appears to have bad copaiderable^biiiklniga 
09 it. Hollow places that have been wells m^ 
be traced in this field ; this second betiae of Friam 
iras valued at the suppressioii, or disfohUion* at 
nine pounds eight sbillinga and sevearpeace, and 
was of the ordejf , of FsaterditM Friars, or tbe 
^oth^rhoQd of St. Jiobn the Baptist 

. {g) DumUAle. This lewa was considerably 
larger, and more exteasire, before the dissolution 
of the Priory, than at this time, as the traces of 
foundations of buildings, &c. testify ; also sererdl 
old wells that have been filled up with earth, and 
which sink in after frosty weather and much rain. 
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fti^ certain proofs of building bating itood near 
tbem* These wells are found m several of tb^ 
fields at a considerable distance from tbe present 
houses, and are a sort of guide to discover wbere 
some of those ancient buildings stood, which are 
iHlemioned in the old Pribry History, such as the 
^Hospital, the House for Lepers, the Town Jail, &c. 
t consider the principal Hospital was situated at 
the south end of Dunstable, near Perwjnkle Lane ; 
(this lane ia called after the hame of that plant, 
which grows there in great abundance, in a wild 
state, aodf^where else in the parish.) Several 
of the old wells have been discoi^ered on this spot, 
and the lands adjoining are called Spital Lands, 
^pital Httl, Spital Bottom, &c. at this time, which 
names' I consider are derived from the ancient 



-The lUm9t^ or Hospital' for LepM» is said to 
h^mt heeii on the «eit^«kie of tbe4own* About 
aba 3ietr;ld47» tbiee of those old #eHa fett in, or 
liiia eartfa^aunk^ to tbe depth of two feet^ or moie, 
iota field 6n>oftHe theTythe-Bani^ belMgitig to 
the Bectosy, on the awtb^sideof Uie roadi at tbe 
west, eod of the townr Ukewiae port of n stone 
feandation, built with yelldw, or grarel mortar 
and Tatternhoe stoaes, simUar to w^at the cbureh 
is built witb, was discovered in tbe bank of this 
field, by the road aide, at tl>e tinne tbey used to 
dig liurlock f from tbe baak, before tbat piece of 
waste grottid was inclosed ; pmbably this was tbe 
scite of tbe Li^ra* Houses 

The ancient Gaoi, (or Town Jail,) the pla<?c 
where that stood, t conjecture was in the Middle 
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Row of this iowtip ag.thecdiftrs of .a boiue plaiuly 
testify^ (axclusive of tbe tradiUonal account to thai 
effect handed down tbxougli several generation^,) 
they are extensive, one goes several feet under the 
high road in front of the bouse, and is very deep^ 
and strongly arched over with brick-work of 
immence thickness ; the other extends under the 
road in the Back Street, where there appears to 
have been a separate dark cell, witli a curious iiicb 
in the wail, as a sort of seat for one person.; it ia , 
now ppen to the other cellars, but on exaniiniog 
the floors, ^t is evident this part has been separated 
from the others^ as a solitary cell, with only a 
small apperture up the wall to admit the air. The 
old History mentions^ the Gaol as standing in the 
center of the town. . 

In the year 1815, after that destructive fire at 
the Saracen's Head Ion, in this toiwn, as some 
labourers were removing the earth for tlie foutida- 
tions of the new building,, they discovered belQw 
,tbe surface of the Boor, in one of the old suible^, 
a cotisiderabl^ quantity of silver, (and some gold 
coinf,) which were supposed lo have been de* 
posited there in the civil wars^ in King Charles's 
tiroe; they were of various sizes and' value, but 
most of them Xll^penny pieces and half«crowns; 
they were of the several Kings and Queens coma, 
from Edward the Sixth to Charles the First; and 
none later : nK>st of the Charles's hal^owas 
api)eared fresh aaaew^ooly in places where damp, 
or wet had spotted thorn; they t^ere of a rough 
impression, and not well finished, or rounded on: 
' the edges, but merely clipped off, and appeared to* 
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bai^ beeir coined in bssie, atid itstted in an ud- 
finlahed 8tate» pitibtbljr «wlig to the urgwcy of 
tfaosa anbap^ tioMBS. 

Ateo this town: has ibrageajMcn celebrated for 
its imi»er6tts emtgrania of the f«itbered tribe, 
which ftonually resort to the adjoining fields in the 
winter seasolt; viz; the DunHaMe Larkt^ which 
are ^onfeftioies caught in great quantities ; and for 
jizQ and richness off flavour, are not to be equalled 
,m the winIA' Their quality, I cmsider, is owing, 
in n greiff: measure, to the chatky S9il of these 
pacts ;^ as on their first arrival they are very lean 
and weak, but they recover themselves in a very 
short time, owing probably to their pecking con- 
mdemble quantiti^ of the finast particles of chalk 
with their food, which braces and fattens them in 
a surprising manner: These Larks are caught by 
hrbourers in the evenings &nd ihomingsj, from I*i* 
chaelmas* to February, with tranknelling-nets; and 
are served up in g»eat perfection, at some of the 
.kum in this town, (owing to a peculiar and secret 
aMbodin the procesaol cooking them,) they are 
adoiired as a luxury by the Nobility ah J Gentry 
who travel through Dunstable in the Larfc-season ; 
atao, by a» ingentous contrivance in. their package. 
Larks are sent, ready dresiedj to all parts of 
England, t 



• t N»w tUe tkik^n^oMj move inr evening^s dwk 
O'er duOky Setdf, to spring ilie irakeTal Lark ;. 
Swiftly he bouaclf from eartb.|o moviit in ^Ir, 
But momenlry*t his aight, wKen c«ugbt in Messhy anare* 
EntaHgrd in the net, his wings are no^arail, 
TCel 8tU| he sUi? es for Uberty, thgogli nil hb cffoi^ fail*. 
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' There ^e likewise sei^ral othef nertlieni Mrdb 

;wlitclr frcqiMnt dheM: fmrti' in the winter season ; 

of which I have noticed the folio wbg; viz. the 

Bittern, the Curlow, the Red-Shank, the Sea-GuH, 

the Gold^h-Plover, the large Batehet'-Bh'd/ the 

, Hooded, or Pied Crow, (or Dooatahle Crow, which 

is a regular visitor in the winter, but leaves us In 

the summer,) also^the Cross-Beak, the Cross-Bin, 

or Pbe- Finch; 4he Kestrel, the Fieldfare, tte 

Wind Thrush, w Red-Wiog, tbeSwow-Flake, the 

.MouDtaitt*Finch, the Ktng-Fieher, tfie Winchat, 

and the l^t of all English birds, tfie goMeti- 

.crested Wren; wthieb^it^said to* be the smallest of 

European birds. -^ 

(A) J/i;em7d*Praj^-?-*Ooe of the most ancient of 
the British public reeds; sai^ to be first made by 
Molmotius DunvaUo, a British Xing, and sole 
.Monarch of this Island, A. M. 3529 ; and after* 
:ward8 repaired by llie Romans, in the reign of 
Trajan, the Aomaii Emper^^^ ^ho began his reiga 
A.I>.9d,.and died A.D. 118 .It derived itsname fromi 
passing through the oouotry of the Iceni, (after* 
wards called East Anglia, cont»inihg the counties 
of Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, and Rnntingdon,) 
aad passed through the western parte of Enghmd^ 
to Cardigan, io South Wales. - . 

On the north-side of this IkeniW-Way^ by the 
west-side of the town of Dunstable, and to the ea^t 
of Madenburg, or Bower, (before mentioned,) are 
observable two large Turauli„ or ancient Barrows,, 
or mounds of earth thrown up, (such as tlie Saxon 
artties.raAsed over the gvaves of their soldiers-' that 
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wtre slain in baldej one of tbeai is now called 
MilUBank. (it formerly bad a wind-mill erected 
on it r| the other Tumult is about two hundred 
yards- to i:he eastward of this Mill-Bank, nigher 
the town of Dunstable. * 



* When conqveriog Ruimii armiea 

MarcliM through the Briton's IsimI^ 
Along this ancient road 

l>M Tra^B^a eoloana atand. 

Atetad by that warrtoft 
CompotM with aollil atooa f 

iDfcribM Itt U»$9 eharaelcrfy 
£aeh slt« wm cicarljr fbowo, 

Thajr polttted o«t tha ttatloof 
Whara Romatt LefUma lay, 

Jkmd acrfM to s«ida tb« trardltfa 
VpiNi tbia IfceiiUd Way. 



MODERN DVNSTABhE. 

Faai^dia their Bread, 

Their Waters clear, 
Their Larks are Sne, 

They*ve wholesome Air, 
With lovely Lassea 

Neat and fair ; 
O; happy Bsay they be. 



DUN NO. 



FINIS. 



R. Dovosony Ptinftr, Nottingham. 
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• DCNNO'S 
ORIGINALS. 



TXKr THE SECOND. 



DUNSTABLE DOWNS. 



By a Tattennhoe Shepherd. 



li 



I'. 



When tin those lofty hills I rore. 
Or Pascomb move wromid ; 

O th^re 1*111 chaimM ! that walk I love. 
Inhere l^ee]|>-Beirs tingling soond. 



SOLD BIT if. JhlCHOLLS, 
IKENItP'ROW, WE8T-8TRlEET^ DtJNSTABL^, 



I* 



Sntered at SfHtMr*' BaU. 
1881. 
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PREFACE. 



'^Twixt Castle Billy and Well-Heid Brook^ 
Was found a Tatternhoe Shepherd's Crook. 
From wb^b (be foHowing lines I took^ 
InseribM in letters mde. 



•1 



Some may apjiroire them^ tbongb th^y*ie plain/ 
If not, they shall go home again. 
To Tatternhoe, from whence they caibe. 
And with Old JD&mes iibide; 



] 
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THE 

SHEPHERD'S VINDICATION 

ov 

DUNNO'S FlRSt B00&. 



Some wise-ones say» a Lying Story, 
A Monkish Tale he's laid before ye : 
Yes Gents, the Monks wEote long ago« 
But not aU truth, as modertis do. 

Old Books and Lines, confirm his tale. 
That Henry did o'er Dunn prevail : 
If all Moiiastick Tales are lies. 
From whence did England's History rise ? 

Though he's wrote nonsense, why, what then ? 
'Tis the old story once again ; 
There has been nonsense wrote before. 
And will be wrote till time's no more. 

T. S. 
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THE SHEPHERD^ 
DUNSTABI.E DOWN»* 



When Zephyrs blow in Summer time^. 
And drowsy shepherds oft recline^ 
On flowVing banks of mother thyme^ 
O how I love to sit» 

Upon those ancient Saxon Knolls, (a) 
While harmless flocks graze round the hiUs 
And tisten to their various bells^ 
Or walk round Pascomb Pit (&) 

A spot where often Shepherds meet. 
And place themselves on grassy seat^ 
There cut with knife, the marks so neat. 
And play their merry game, (c) 

And h^re Fye seen the youthful swain. 
Whom love had fetter'd with her chain. 
On sticky [d) a carving Susan^s name. 
The lass he lov*d so true. 
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Now moving southward on again, 
I tread .where Roman Coins have lain, (e) 
And where swift Racers skim'd the plain, (/) 
Around the l^epherd's Bush, (g) 

I bid my dog go round the flock. 
While I seek out a shady spot. 
Where sheltered from the sun so hot, 
I gently iit me down. 

And here the cooling breeze I catch. 
Beneath these verdant rustling beech. 
Where oft Tve seen a cricket match, 
O 'tis a manly game. 

But hark t I hear the ringing knell. 
The sombrous dole, of that great bell ! 
For some kind friend, was lovM so well. 
Tears fall with every sound. 

But why should mortals grieve below. 
When good men die, to heaven they go^ 
I know. my Bible tells me so. 
At least, their better part 

^ Ah see, my sheep have stray 'd below. 
To silver'd field, where Tansies grow, {h} 
So after them I now must go. 
Or send my trusty dog. 

( He moves them off, his bark they know» 
] While! slowly up the hills I go, 
' I whistle, and the d&les echo. 

Shock understands the sound. 

A 3 
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^Hcre from tki» Down^ last cvefting bright. 
My soul was fiird with sweet delig^bt. 
While viewing of that glorious sight, 
I meaa the Radiant Bow. 

(A sight Tve crft enjoy M before, 
' That heavenly sign God gave to Noah,. 
y And will give men for evermore, 
I}is works are all sublime!: 



j (Tm now arrived on Mossy Turf, 

- Where Faries dance, round powdry puff, 
' From Mushroom Bowls, their neetor quaff. 
These are the tales of Yore. 

I { While here my thoughts on women turri» 

* ' Occasioned through my looking down 

j ^ Upon that ancient famed town, 
' Where Cath'rine was divorc*d. (t*) 

O woman jdy or bane, if wife, 
I Alas,, through thee, what joys, what strife, 

Men have experienced all through life, 
j Thou loveJy bittersweet! 

But without thee, sure man is nought, 
^ £ither in palaee, op in cof. 

And he who virtuous wife hath got. 
He has a gift from Jove. 

Hark ! 'tis the sound of that shrill belh 
Which hangs above yon clock to tell {fj 
This hour, which school boys love so well. 
For they leave school at Four; (k) 
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Peace to those worthies, Aynscomib^Chew, (/} 
Also to Cart, and Asbtoo, toa. 
With gratitude their gifts I view. 
Those benefactors kind. 

In learning's path, the youth they rear, "^ 

And clothe him with a parent's care, v 

^ And oft: they've dried the widow's tear, } 
And made her heart rejoice. 

I gazing stand, in thought profound. 
Surveying all the landscape round. 
The yallies and the rising ground. 
With golden flowers bedeck'd. 

, Lo there I see our castled ground, (tn) 

Entrench'd with that deep ditch around^ 
' But when 'twas made, can ne'er be found] 
Historians cannot tell. 



^ A,nd near I view fem'd Maiden Bower, («> 
A relick of the Britons' power. 
Now beautified with crimson flower. 
The Saintfpin's in full bloonu 

My roving ^es now view Chalk HiH, 
Adjoining stands fair Houghton Mill, 
It scarcely moves, the wind^s so stiU, 
O 'tis an heavenly day. 

While further north I take my view. 
Of churches^ I sea not a, few, 
* There's Tuddjngton and Chalgrave too^ (o) 
The lafiit is very old. 



} 
} 
! 
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/Above Lords Hill, ^nd near Witifldd, -v 

' Were battles fought with' spear and shield, > 

^ Sufficient proofed that ground did yield, - ) 
About two years ago* 

Entomb'd in hea'ps, there warriors lay. 
Promiscuous witii' their mother iclay. 
Their artnour mauld'ring to decay. 
Their frames were turned to dust. 



} 



Above the Spoon-Dell tiow we go, (p) -x 

Where Flints within the Ghrik^-StoiSes grow, > 

The cause of which I ne'er could know, ) 
It's nature's secret work. 



But I have heard old shepherds talk 
About this change wrought in the chalk. 
When o*er this place thiey us'd to walk. 
And saw the kernel'd flint. 

Or found a piece of Crystal Stone^ (5^) 



1 



■ ur touna a piece 01 uryscai dcone^ ^q) \ 

I Which grows upon the highest Down, > 

Aro und those hills which Pascotnb Cirown, J 
I Just underneath the turf. 

,- And here the Spiral Cockle's'found, x 

,f' With Crow Gold Balls; that grow so round, > 

Inclos'd within this chalky ground, ) 
A sort of iron stone. 



But now fair hills, I bid good bye. 
To scenes which ever please the eye, 
I see the sun gilds western sky. 
And bids the shepherd fold. 
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We move towards the vale below^ -v 
Where crystal streams^rom Well Head aow, i 
And where the water creeses grow, 3 
By epicures admir'd^ ^ 


Ah, many a conquering Roman hold, ^ ^ 
Has stoop*d to thee in days of old. 
When dry, they lov*d thee more than gold, - 
Thy water is so good. 


But now the sun has left the hill, n 
And all the feathered tribes are still, > 
I see the miller^s stopp'd the mill, (r) 3 
So now doog we'll go home* 


T. S. 


^^ 


These lines describe that lofty Down ! 

Admir'd in days of old. 
Where oft Fve viewed my native town. 

And church of Saxon mould. 


DUNNO. 
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REFEBENCES 



70 THB FOREOOING LINES* 



(a) Kndlts. Tte Five Kfiolls, or Tumulies, or 
Barrows, on the AUOiiDit of tte Dowos, to the 
south west of Dunstable. Tradition says, there 
were five Kings buried there; and it is not impro- 
bable that acme of the chief or superior Officera 
of the Roman or Saxon armies, were buried there. 
In ancient times, we are informed, each soldier 
filled his helmet full of earth, and strewing it over 
the grave of his departed chief or captain, was the 
cause of raising these Tumulies or Barrowjk On 
the north side of the five Knolls beforementioned, 
at the foot t)f the Downs, close by the Ikenild 
Way, near the old Pest House, there were former- 
ly considerable numbers of those hills or barrows, 
which were removed, and the ground levelled, 
when the turnpike road was made from Oxford 
to Cambridge, through Dunstable, some years 
ago. In removing these hills or banks, large 
quantities of human bones were found, which 
appeared buried in an irregular manner^ without 
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iitty^Bort of order, near the surface of the earth* 
&i8tory relates, that sereral battles were fought in 
these parts, between the Britons and Saxons, about 
the year 5)^0, under the Saxon Cuthwoolft, at 
wticb tinie. King Arthur reigned over the Britons* 
If the resemblance of ancient and modern names 
hiTe any weigbtTn discovering the places where 
some of the old battles Were fought in this king-" 
dom, Itrust, the reader will pardon me, (if in error,) 
iathe foUowibg remarks and conjectures. I con^- 
Bider Mayden Bower, (the Magintun^ or the Gin- 
tuQ-burb or bro% as it is sometimes written,) and 
Edlesborough) both places lying near the Ikenild 
orlkening Road> might be the towns or fcurtifica^ 
tioQs of the BritonS) taken by these Saxons, as 
artifical hills or barrows, are observable near both 
places, with fields which retain the namej>f Cas» 
tie Fields ; also traditions of battles, are prevalent 
Hmongst the country people, to this day, who 
affirm, the soldiers^ were buried under those billr, 
and the names correspond with those names in 
the Saxoii chrbnicles, which some historians inters 
pret, Leigh ton-Buzzard; and Aylesbury, others 
say, Loughborough, in Lescestershire^ which is 
I'ather a circular march froih Bedford to Bensing- 
ton, in Oxfordshire : the Saxon annals, call it a 
Royal Vill, that was taken after the battle of Bed- 
ford, and name it, Ly|^nburh ; the Saxon word 
Lygan, is an open Common or Fallow Field, and 
Bftrfi, is alluding to a Town, or Burrough, qr For- 
^ifitotiott near it^ I hifw reasons for believing 
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Ihfs place Irs^ in the parah of Hougbton Be^s (of 
King's HoiTghtonJ adjoitiing 'Dunstable, as that 
parish was- formerly a Royal IDfrnence^ as the 
name implies; and Magintun^ or Gintun, Gyntum-^ 

i, Burb, or Burro ; now the Maydenbour, an old 

fortification, stands in this parish of Hougbton 
Regis; also, the Saxon river Ly^AI, (now the Le^) 
I rises in this pariish. And the west boundary of 

1 the parish of Dunstable, which formerly was part 

of Houghton, is still named Leighton.G^p or 
Gape ; which words sound very like the Saxon 
Oope or Gnape ; the first, alluding to slaughter 
and blood-shedding; the second^ toaphicedug 
1^ in- the e^rth for burying the dead : or it might be 

' derived from the old word, gate, signifying a road 

or way, or entrance to a burh or towm There 
I was a road from the Ikenild Way, through this 

Gap, direct for the Mayden Bour, W Magintun 

* Burh I this road passed between the barrowsj 
I near Dunstable, at MiH Bank, &c. and the spot 

wherfe tlie bones were founds at the foot of the 
i Downs ; which circumstance^ leads me to suppose 

that an engagement had taken place in the valley 
■ bear this Leighton Gap. The Magintun-Burh, or 

* Burg, is also wrote Gintun or Gyntum Burg^ 
I which letter G in Saxon, might easily be taken for 
I the letter L, their make being nearly the same. 

This variation of transcribing a Single letter, often 
causes a confusion of names in history* Itftittbef 
appears, that the town of Ldghton* had not the 
addition of Buzzard or Beairfisiirt^ until aftef the 
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SaxoD times. Whilst writing on this subject* I 
have, to relate circumstaDces of a battle, more 
ancient* that was fought near this part of the 
county of Bedford. In the year 1819> in a field, 
in the parish of Tuddington* on the west of that 
town* towards Chalgrave and Winfield, as some 
labourers were digging gravel for the roads* &c. 
they discovered (for the length of a furlong* or 
upwards of 200 yards* and breadth of 12 yards or 
more] considerable quantities of Hunian Bones* 
pieces of Iron Armour* numbers of Spear Heads, 
with • Sockets and Rivets* &c. the handles were 
decayed aud gone; the principal piece found was 
part of an ancient helmet* of a singular form* 
which appears to have been Roman ; it weighed 
two pounds or more* when found* but had pieces 
broke from it* before it came to my hands : it had 
lain in the earth a great number of years, and was 
corroded with gravel and rust No notice was 
taken of this circumstance* at the time they were, 
found; but two years afterwards* by naere acci- 
dent* I heard a person relating the particulars* and 
obtained from him the piece of helmet which he 
had thrown by, with other old iron, in consequence 
of its weight ; the other pieces of iron he consi* 
dered were not worth saving:, I was desirous to 
obtain some of the spear heads; he said* there wi^s 
none preserved* they were all buried with thegra-* 
vel* not being worth saving* for they were all rust. 

N. B. Winfield and Chalgrave mey derive their uametn from 
this circumt taice» 

B 
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(i) Pa^(f6fHb Pit. ^^Smt tb ^ent6 it^ toMi 
ff6tA a' paSK, of fbttified or ^tnliicted plhte, 
of Ac ftbriiand ; tod Comb, 4 tkltey, or hbl- 
I6w place, b6t\Ve6n two bills, tste^p sid^ of the 
Downs, to the south of the five Knolls, foiMiHg k 
sort of natural amphitheatre. Near tbe bdtloA 6f 
the slope, has beeri thrown up a platform 6f earth, 
for 86me purpose at presefnt utiktiOWii. Imiaginatibh 
might conjfecture, it was used iQr tbe Rbifmns^ In 
these parts, to exhibit their ,wi*e^ler^, feiiceW, 
^JEidiators, &c. at their antioal sports; ate the sur- 
rounding hill will tchhit thousatefe of apectaldtt 
a full view rif f hfe platfortA belbw; AlMbi itot ftf 
ftom this place, tb the westward, in Ad partsh of 
tatternhoe, tlose by the Bcenild-.>)\r^, afesAVferal 
excellent spring^ of clear Water, ktiOWti by the 
name of Well He^d, which (I hopfe the rea<terwi* 
pardon iny conjedtural (Sights into past ^agfe«) I 
consider, were used by tbe ^omtn Ife^ioto, that 
lay near these parts. There appeart to havfebeen 
thrown up, a strong bank of earth or dam, iactt^^ 
the channels of the sprmglr, to Stop their dothse, 
at a considerable distance f^ofm tbe sptibg heiids, 
which stoppage of the currents musthiiveforiiied 
a complete lake, or large body 6f Watter; a thing 
^ways desired by the Romans, Whferfe they cbuld 
obtain it, for bathing, falling, roWibg fa boats, 
&c. : it seeihs they had sometbii^ 6f Aib kind 
of lake, hear tbe old city of Verulam,ilfcribrdittg: 
lo history, ftoman coins are frequently found in 
the fields of this parish of Tatterohoe^ 
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{<^ I%€ StfifbenPt Gmi^ called H^ry ?eg%z 
one plays vitb pegt, the o^r with mfl^l stopieiL 

{d) Stick. The Shepherds^ on these hilla, fre- 
f neatly reimpwt gTX>te^qup figuref of ^oii^Is, 
U^Mf bird9t 4op<ei9> naqiey, ^c. op their walkii^ 
<tifikf» mitb tbei^ pockft imii^eiL 

(«) Coim> Ahout the y^ ar 1769» as f liibpiur^r 
4f the town of Daostable, was diggiog grf^v^)^ for 
the use of the roads, near the Shepherd's Bush^ 
be dug oat an earthem Urn or Pot, <:ompo9^ of 
red clay, and nearly full of small Copper Coins, 
0f 9ev#n^l R^ww ^mperors; they were aft(srwi^rd8 
in tb^ po9|9?^sion of J. Millar, ]£<% of ][>jaD9t9ble: 
the Urn or Jar was broken into small pieces, by 
1k blow ^ the picfc-a^e, fo (hat nop^rt of ^tijea^ pre- 
served^ H^verjil more Rw^ao ^oi^^ h|i«^ b^fsp 
loBAd m^ofi^ 't^nt Ume, upQ9 this fiart <:|f th^ 
Downs, in digging. 

(/) ^$cerf. TK^f^ ^^^ annual Horse Ra^es, 
held on Dunstable Downs, for several yesjf^ ifi the 
last century. The elastic quality of the turf is 
ireU «4pp^ #v mpb ^ Purpose. 

W99 ptopH *y ♦be Sbppherd, i\^9liS^ WW d^ 
on the west side of the path over the T^spffmf 
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(h) This Field joins tlie east side of the Downs, 
and is completely covered with the herb Tansy, 

from which it derives the name. 

..... ^ 

(f ) Queen f^aiherine^ first wi^ of Henry the VIIL 
The Articles of her Divorcement were publicly 
pronounced in Dunstable Church, by Archbishop 
Cranmer, in the year 1533* She then residing at 
Ampthill Park, and refused to attend the sum- 
mons of the commissioners, to appear at Dunstable. 

(j) Dunstable School Clock. 

{jk) The Boys leave School at four o'clock in 
the afternoon, on Tuesdays, in the summer season. 

(/) Worthies. — ^Founders and Benefactors of 
those valuable Institutions at Dunstable, viz, the 
Charity-School, Alms-Houses for poor Widows, 
&c» &c 

{m) Tatternhoe Castle Hill, supposed to be a 
work made by the Roinans. 

{n) Maiden Bower, to the east of Castle Hill, near 
Sewell ; by some, asserted to have been a Dan- 
ish Camp ; others consider it a Saxon Work, and 
say the old name was Magdenbuig, (or the great 
Wood Town,) or Burro, Burgh or Town, near the 
great Wood/ 
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(o) There is an Adage used, in this pari of the 
county, viz, as old as Chalgrave Church. 

(p) Spoon Dell. This appears to be an old road 
way, up the Downs, probably the old Wood Way, 
mentioned in the Priory Annals of Dunstable, as 
their road or way to their woods and barns, at 
Shortgrove, &c. In this Green Hollow Way, lie 
numerous Chalky Stones, which, when broken, 
present a perfect Flint, forming in the centre of 
the Stone ; they are of various sizes, and black or 
Tery dark coloured flints. In some stones, the 
whole mass is flint, except the external surface; 
in others, you perceive the flint beginning to grow, 
not larger than the head of a pin, &c. I consider 
their growth is according to (heir length of ex-* 
posure, on this particular spot, as they evidently 
appear the same sort of Chalk Stones, as those 
on the top of the hill; and have been thrown 
down by boys, &c. similar to those in Pascomb Pit : 
though that side of the hill causes no alteration in 
the nature of the Chalk Stones, taken from the 
summit of the hill, except it acts in a contrary 
way, making them softer, and more like chalk : 
the flrst change in these stones is perceptible by 
an increase of weight and hardness, though they 
still have the appearance of Chalk Stones; at 
which time they are susceptible of as fine a polish 
as marble. 

(q) Crystal Stones, — Somethingvsimiiar to Der- 
byshire Sparr: (a crystalized carbonat of lime) 
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iw^dk Ihe suQiinU ei t|i€ !iiH» near die pit : niiay 
it not 0l:itaip this form ^nd quality by m^ans of 
some herb or plant which grows there? as it is 
only found in detached pieces, just under the turf^ 
1b the loom or mould, above the solid bed of cbalk; 
the Crystals are formed perpendicular, as it is in 
the earth, with roots of plants annext to the up- 
permost part of it : this leads me to think that 
plants or herbs^ by some means or other, cause 
this crystalization or petrification of the chalk : 
some pieces are part crystalized next to the roots 
of the turf, while the lower part is the common 
Chalk Stone, or Hurlock, as it is named in these 
parts. 

<r) Buckmaster's mill, (or Doolittle WindniiU,} 
in the futrisii of Tatternhoe. 



iiiii! mill !ji' ! 



Tp walk upon those rerdant hills. 

Above the IkcpiW-Way ; 
Or view that ancient Church! and Town 

Where Punn's bunditti lay, 
7'he curious traveller's pften seen, 

pjn pleasant summjer^s day. 

DUNNO. 

FrNIS. 
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DUNNO'S 
ORIGINALS. 



PART THB THIRD. 

■ ' 'I T ' 



COMPllISItfO 



CURIOUS REMARKS, 

CONJECTURES, AND OBSERVATIONS, 



ow 



Tatternhoe-JSill, Maiden-Bower ^ 

(DR071»S'.1VAT,«r) 

WATLING-STREET, 



Of three Things now forgot, though known in Days of Old^, ' 
TheS ht^l i erd t«Us sncli tsleiy no mma before eW told. 

Bvviro. 



SOLB BT i^. iriCHOLLS, 
ilCCNILD-EOW, W£st^TRE£T» PVNSTABLI^ 



mmm 



X\n^ 



P R £ FA C E. 






object!, ud placet them in d&ffereiit lif^ts and^cttotftfv^^liNMn 
naost modern «pieeta^lef^<(#lfttdilit l«|iitHi|^ tlie«gfeit id the 
obeerrci^he ««ild*Miiildkir«llt«ii«htft|!^«]i4l^^ Wt 

o^ittlp t«Hit ^toa. 80iBe tt^rel some opfn4heir. flpoiUbs t 
f^tjf^ flwilkiir^idlthesraeal to^ taift! |M»d sonof tui^ np 
t^eir fi^M! Olh«r<l1Nu»ft|JMC fbirotth iheai«taU, l^«c^!^« 
the >•# dwH> c^icwBtli fit tMr BiivrQir n^M ( ,^t Ihc fiSheftfecrd 
proposes a r««c«|ri..h|iti*itf BCNi^pCtco of Ihmh^o^'wool r^uod 
tlmJ^i«^|ir^«Ui^mtlMiSylwt#fys^ they^spoy ^H^apf^fo fi« 

.«^n jpi^fA#<^they%i^i|«tj^<l^^fi^ti^^ 

noses oCJMdialttirs Family.* 

1 .-< ',,».'':(-»i . •■ • .1.- -jVtJi ,»'isn v'**^^*^"*!^- 'J.tJ*'»«i ■■'•.' 'i. • . 
' •' 'i f'-. « .; '5.. . ■ ; ^ ■ '' .'■>('»»■ <>*<• iitf\ ■•' '. . ■. : / • ..L'v. ^ • * 
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DIALOGUE 

V. B. Mamf Gadbirry it •'*l)a«ibiit of tlitU Drastable 
Onioff aiMl Lcct«fep^ BWlMird G^Hkntf, ctkbrMtd for bit 
dcMriflioa ef tiM Vorta, tBcililM afirni*4 wu m ronad, 
ayc^ at raaad, aa a Wne^t iMad! ! 

Gii^ Soibolisb Danna writer to-dty 6f TtU 
BftI Hill and DrQ?en W^ff^ Mofift atupid stuff I 
i9n4Q my, 

if be wMiear^n^ther rlijriiie nor feiiom 
Gmv^ Wmt mmmam nrnt wiU fill Ut^^ddle } 
& ^^^tew" ike lltwi|fl|te« ftO^ *«iCidMte, 

^Bticl; or >hori^> head, swiikr itian 1 4ail4s^'t 
teiooipede. 

Oa0. Aye; ^*a all riglit* for wtiftl^f kiiDiw 
iU to poeiiy tie aeW iMM^Kta, («ind ^^OiitieeaiVt 
Rbyines aAitii^d hts ftie^di^y for all doni*! heed a 
fault in tbymea, when they ridai^tAtiikeient times. 



* tV boyty ia the ▼iUaga of TattenilMia» fraqaaaUy amuse 
Utf aMel^et ia tMt aianaerj hf i}MHif ra^dly dbwa the tfeep* 
eel tide of tbe lull, from tlie to|^ to tlie bof toai. 

*• Thie persoa was aa eeeeatrie cbavaeler, (lie p f laiiy a l 
▼ender of Daastable larf^t for scvetal > yeart) W Ittided at 
the Tillage of Hoafhtoa-Refit, toear Daattable, reauirfcable 
iqt hie hanaaroae aad droll vaaoaer of ifijnaiaii a ep^^daMn 
of bit method, may apaaie some, readers. 
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III 
HAY.TIME, 

»-^«IFcat iy aM WhI, fte»iib#^*Hw«kl mfift^^ ^ * 
'^^noWMfe i)!fcihiy tie dlnt^krtow. • ^ -^ ? .:. 



^ff 



'j'^-- 



fi'- 



,/ f 
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'S 
OBSEEVATIONS 

uTiitteniAoe XkuitJe^ ice^ 

l^iihige tn» bi^ IrMvrti fn pi0t tg^i. ft ttMKM 
(m tfr^ sotiih i^idb of llMi^iiMy tof BMHbrd, iMi 
DimiMbt^, «tiA ^s Ibiig tieen fttnoiikli f<yr iti Gftdrt 

h^ thin ^»d the »dfbitoii« €OUiitil» m tff^ :} tte 
I^tg^ fe1(^v)i|i<ii^ m thd brHnptoirei tbl^i^tfia^ 

ibttti^r tifl^^ fr^m ttoi^<|fiarH^ viUoli.^^^^ 

iJh&t te Mif ]dug,1» fh>m ^itrk pitfr Ity tb^^Ughl M' 

agrest Way imfcr tbebtNi ib«^sto|iei^:^^iii^^ 
but bn sledlgie* ^ItTi 46# .^i^a^ .^^te^ 
when first dug, but bar^ jrbjtDj^^^ 
air: anbih^r thing remarkable tti tbl» Mtei^%;|iMtt 
>l bcfv^r In dUfftbte in ImihliMgl, ^xcejE^t it isplktied 
in the satne pbsittdh as the strata of -St6iie lies hi 
ibe piti, This vHtatre, I conjeetai^, fehi^ ^ritt^ 

d god of the ISelitbett JBritoniB \ (iinsweriibg to tb^ 
MeYi-ur^ ef the fUtbaAk ;) to Wfafth»lAlt>t kmXk 
being added, miltlH C02M)M>se tbi DUtoe.* Tbii 
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idol, it seoni?, jjfja^Ji^jjj^ jgr^^estfifixv by tl,e 
Druids, and was considered the piotectof of ip«4s, 
travellers^ Jourpeys, ^{c., and AmmhroA: «^. their 
guide and leader: it further appears, they* cast .5AP 
mounds of earflj^ on ihe sumruit of tbe billSr^wrf. 
can?ecra!ed th^m (o his honour: genej»a11y wlierei 
™f«y way^ or rHafi^,jii^r, or cfo^d ff^fib oObitn 
the elevatior^ of which mounts, gav|B/tt?W).^»4il%fti 
tinct view of tile several i:oa48|ftP4 vvajrs,. .toiVfti 
considerably di,srance, po. the iM)r4hf sjcte of .ibc; c 
village, on the western side of ,thCfC^8tU RilU i«ir 
an embankment, of a circular .fomn^-tWhifh-^pin* c 
Ml^e /.^rJP.i side 4)f, ;ili^ JiiiJ^ ^ioiil^r,. tp. what ,ihe- 
Brifojis; towu^xw- F,ilU^j^f; ared^espr.ifci^.in Watofy* ; 
'^''^^V^My Peofil^ JVv^r^ition a8lr«^thatBpot of 
R^§S84f?M A"il4»g»^M-QKer it iufornaer. timerfi Uy 
e^yjBiti^ii^ J^.fouod the iJkaoUs. or riches bwitht ? 
si^ijfjgjit glilljf Cfstl^ nilU wc fprmed by gaari)^ 
HWI^pVI'^ «rsg«l>rly iajnyi^fs^ upoQ.e?ich otbcri 
^^i^^H^'Bfflt-O!^^^^ (tbough. now grown' 

ovj^,i^^^|i,tu^H^4>gns8;V by .which circiimstance^ 
I oqj^f/^^!^ v«^^^,3,wafk,^^^ BrUons.jbd^re 
th^^3j^;^.i^ft8ipft,.;9e,ihat natloa fiddorn : fcbRw 
strircled ^-^^p^fjiy^irk^ qc )bM.i|diog$ witjiwt jtement 
pr durable mortar, where stones were made use 
of: still, there's no doubt, but the Romans oc- 
cupied it as a station or camp, being; in every. 
resp/Bct, so well situated for their purpose; having 
d complete, command of the surrouadiog country^ 
^s well as the strength of its natural situation ia 
a military point of view, ia those days; and lying 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



oolhe W«ltiagSH!rett>ttieirprifieipat n^ilitary roacf, 
(attd adjo^dingf 'tti^ Brttb^ Magintun J from >^'hich 
nndy on- the nortk aide^^tie hiH, in track ior road 
^ iaitm W»ibre,'wtiich leadi'up the eastern^ or 
togett gite-way,. oV entrance pflhis caslle, (or 
cnmk^of the Ron^ansJ'thfe circular (or rather 
seoAHrctflar) 'ejmbankment on the wesrern side 
btfer^metitionedi mit^ht be for^edforlKe winter 
qaMecaof the Roman soldiers, stationed on the 
sonMit t>fMli^ liill,' aa ft i^ 4* Wucft^'' warmer' 
siUialioti in the winter Reason'; the 'to|!> oTlhe 
bW h^y*irery Meaft and' coldj aiu!'*toucli''ex-' 
poiM to north add easfei-n S^rintTsV^^Whlcli 'are 
execedjug keen on these hrlts in wifiter.' Also^ la 
the- mM^h. of this Vitt or fartific^tidh/ hl'^fi^i*' ftce- ' 
ni^ftWay^ ia a rising grdnndV n^mfe(l'^t*'ftis'dyy " 
Tailgard HiU, Cderive*, I stioaid'fhibgine, fi-om 
visard fiJr tourng^iatd,) prbb^bl^ 5Vas \Ah sdtith 
gQtfd.MStattm of Magintun. Roman bbitis^^ai^ ' 
frequently foudd'iti' thi^ parish; T Had' "bhe?' that 
W9S.foiMKl in the wall of Tatierhhb^' chui^cbV 
»nined:itinMnrtai^'bct^een'tbe^Xcfirtfs'6f tf* afoitts; 
ithftd the.figtfK8«rf' R^mula* nncT^RifitWit^^iftikiAg' 
the Wotf^fcc^and was in gcfod pre^fch^cttion.^ '' 

iiji^r..' o^:..'p'j,{ -ft-l^-.^- .fVJ*-' »^^^' ni:w^<i3 ....>--.r 






f 
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On mHmiMwmHt ■' 



Romtntic it tba* Tohj^ hiil^ ' , ' ' 
Wbiclr §ta^^ fe^' t)r^vcni ^ay ; 

A pieuant walls ihev^nfiigsstinV; 
At clMe of sultry day. 






The lovely landisiip^ viefcJaot hue, 

With i^6i«W^| behold; ;^ J- -^ *^ 
There wooda atid Villie« meet my vifew,' ' 



And meadowa clad with* gold. 



/■ /, .".. "> *l 



The orient ttmbbw t^ells the ahow^r, 
Tbat'ftilT* 6ti ybn^r gi^vV ' ^ ^^ ^ 

While distairf Ihinid^ af^eiiks feb |^^¥ 
Xy^J^f^^. Hia covenant love ! 

Great GOD t the giver of all good, 

How fiiat thy merctea fall. 
Thy pioapifle haa for agea stood, 

Tby love cxtenda to all ! 

Fleaaing the clouda fair shadows glade 

MtQeatic up yon hill, 
Cbang'd in alternate light and shade, 

li aeen the churcji and mill. 

That stately row erf verdant beech, 
Whose tops I now look o'er, 
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With erery blade of gtaM« 8e«m8 fM^h^- 

The milking-cows wittrtnotions slowj, 
Move home to filUhe paij^^ j , ..:,i,^,;t 

The haywar4•;^.bQ^n is h^arcj J^e^ove^u,^^. 
The threslj^r stops l)is AaU,^ ' ;;\, j;^;^^^ ^ 

And maidens fair m clean mitk-pair^ 
The silver streamlets pour, . .. ..^^i ^ . |, 

While jovial rusticks take their ^a1^|. ^^ // 
Arouqd the •Cros^Keys^ door. . . , , j 

Melodious larks spring from the hiir,. 

With quaveifing v^ings they rUc,^, , j ' 
fheir tiotes my apd witJh rapUire^ GI^ 

WU^ them I mount the akiea» . ; , ., . ^ 

• A «bmJ1 Public Hou«f at the foot of tha hilt 
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l^tlHlMN pippaigljiwry^grwund of i9firtM^<H»^;9Pe 
^mh m4M^ l^encWf lOMiid^ y ittk M^ <«»<*; 

I^j|jpi»ij« h#>f>^TOHled to pff^^ I 

MrJD^tiell €Wi6 jiiilo this Jan^ ihQ|i{^ |l^.mig|hl 
fftemard^b^^ beeiiioml ibjHhe SaxMillbribeip 

Ivilb Oafbmdt^.M>liytb^Bbe•r.&€liw;a3 dim?«^ &Mi 
that nation; also, the present name seeps^ t^fflptr 
ji)t.Hbi«hti MltltcUtna^ MfAAm^Oi U%y4m fiotwer, 
.AS Dm m9» I the , Sa4l^ t mame lor . ji j Wofdy^ ai^ 
JMi^r\<9r\U9^^^wt!^tif TtroporaryhBMtth^iw 
rAirb^ur^^fHiadkiwitb green boliglhft (|<^i; ^and I 
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renmk^ tbat no |ltrub or tre^ thiiye &o 



WetareoM^k 

Biitb, seTerarl ofwhich <stood on the OH* Bbiuftt 
va Road W^ys between Dunttabfe and SfewelT 

^^ <^iiiy Mit of Wbdd* tbikt l^eir Ib^ tfi^^fertfn^^ 
tRf; btei* d^ boater; ivit'irtlll tbi)^ "WefTOtf 

'RBMit.^dbt^M tb^ nki^orMHydebfiodri^li^ 
chffjr iflReiT dpom or Mdyhgft i^cw i»$lebMMr 
flif^ fi^'. "■ l9tilU i kdbei^ to the opihiotr ofcbe 
liiiiiebefttig derived f^eftlrtriJB BritMtt"MlkgtiJlttiWdf 
MtgktMi). signing the biibitsitioil ib; oiy;'orifeftf 
t«4 gwiar^iii^dody oi* the gteiiit tmyod tOw<f»; ^fc; 
^'4il<cietot Brtfish t^)Jv«^irof tabMlition^, wcf^ 
^ifttmed; v^«^gen^ryiM(fid'ei^oroirtbe boiia^ 
<i^'#tM>dd; ariMi iurroand^ wiftir ^ tiDOuM tM 
^fttmh, aad AlrHfiied' ivitli ftunkg cfti^i,'iUrir«^; 
W%i»incAf^ ^ftreefi. Minted biMiw^etf th6 Ils¥^ 
t^?flli8ir^rp«isiwt0 ba^d been tofAied^aft^f^ttM 
^beh if it' Wa6 ^leeif as b ptace x>f ^efinet. 
Mb; m^Gwyafflrrhd, tlm part tyf tM eMiittjr 
*«^'cfe>?ere# WTib Wbcsrt^v t<»rPd tbe^ OUTDfl^ 
Wtod»|^ imtilihe^^ reign of KJ^ Heiirjr ilie'fttet, 
wbd g«^iTbt/'d^afaersamS^iiii|t.'b 

ift^uiferiKit sirf f oundr chts^fleM, ntH Jttm mA m 
Old liifa«biUnt>^ ibe vlilageof SewtaU^f wbo^i 
I itiqiiired* uSitfver ibixt^ vm thd ptape ^U6d 
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Maiden Bower: (lis answer wns: Nq^ .(whi^h^ 
rithir^sMrpriMyi j^e^ liavii^ al^aj|s jip4fCf |i^ 
lbalio^|J9^ the jp|ace,j| Jfo^ hi^>ayiji^'tbla.it i^ 
Ciastl^ we alwaj^s c^tl it to^ however. IjM^^ 
if there was not a place» teriped the Bo\^er ; t|t| 
refif was; £ae, there's the Bower, dowQ eo^er, 
at the bottom of the.bitl, behiad blaster Cook*s; 
but we always call this the Castle, Icouniit^s bui 
a^ort^ fighting placet some time or nStheii^H 
former deys» I've b^lird my old grand father aay #0/ 
however. This traditional account, which was also 
cpoprtned by other old persons in the villagis,^ vHio 
all agreed in the same story of the Bower being 
by Mister Cook's House^ and not on |he bill« 
fieems to confirm the origin of this place toh^from 
the Britons, and not from the Saxons, (or tb^r > 
sports, ^c ) ; for this plfice, which the villagers 
name the Bower, js^ at the foot of the bill, w^^re 
the water-springs issue from, and jiber is the Bri«- 
tish word, I am informed, for Heads oT t^ater, 
x>r several waters, ice; and Uchel, (iix^he same 
language,) is the wprd for steep or d^^Bcult of 
ascent or dtjcepl: now to Magintuo, or thf^lPajs tic 
or habitation on the hili» froqsthis Aber, pr springs 
of. water, the ascent is very steep up the hill, and 
the inhabitants there, had no other meaim pf ob* 
lainjnig wa^r,.but fron^ these springs at the f<)0t 
ofibt^bilj. j4ts<v.CM^ aad.^ftr •e«ip,iKilMi 
slight Mriatioas^.agreeable^io the preNQt>Mmes» 
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Seweft^, and Bower, or A-Bour. N. B. .« 
western side of Magintan, or the embankment ou 
$ie hill, is about 140 ynrds from the Old Road* 
ior Watling-Street,) at this titite known by the 
mne of Drovers Way. ^^^ 

yL^, ^ ; >. !>[' I iifl i iiirn n --' v^; ^ 

oiKrott old MaginUin^a CfltoOe iNUik^ ^ f ^ ; :^ 
;,iu^WitbpfeaittreIk>okro«arf, ^ % ', 

JlAnd Chm View THsyrordl'Si fiitforcirii^ t^ 
*;; Witb gddctt toireat CToim**^ ' ?^ > 

Rich corn-fields mov'd by gentle winds, '^^^^ 
Bend waving with their load, ^^^ 

And thick row'd shocks of Lanafpf^^tfl^^^-^ifi^ 
Thy bounteous gifts, O God !, , I f>%*t? tf-'^r 

'ffl\jlJiterfiirtd, ttier^thcrdip*!* Wfl,^ ^^^' - 
>' ^theiriickl^glltterfngsblhe;-^ ^* {,-%^.i#?ov^ 
^^WWfe graiitig on <tfl «o^taoo^/f*' *^ '^>^^ 
•'^ • Afe seen thd ttrffititig Ktife;^^^ ^^^ ^-t^i^dtdio 



*4oVw-' ^ '. . !•• .' . - ■ • .>••-■ ?■'«•*>•■ <.;-..;'uj :'/Jl 




moit liMy nied tbe So or Som» ibr obtmiBiaf water ^NWi 
the Gwdlas or tprings. 



t liead Wheat. } Sewell Moor. 

B 
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Where various streamlets sofUy flow^ 

And form the nnby brook. 
Whose water clear as melted snow, 

ISprings from the chHtem rock. 

The tingling bells from quarry hills^ 

Of grazing sheep are heard ; 
And cawilig rooks on trees are seen^ 
. (Around the fiirmer'isr yard* 

Of that MaH Village liuilt telow, 
' e Where Husbandry's their trade, 
^Andorbhard-trees their bouses hide> 
(' With firaits tUEid pleasant shade. 

. Lo i ttelte tb^ bii^y itX^AA i hear, 

1 Upon the ChalksHitt Road, 
The distant ratling of thts wheels^ 
> ThedroWs bellowing herd. 

Now down the rapid carriage ruiis^ 

By swiftest horses drawn, 
NMt comes the ponderous loaded coach> 

I bear the guard-man*s horn. 

'Tis thus the busy worid^s employed, 
Wilh hurrying pace they move, 

Whtle^^itakit from the noisy tch>wd, 
i cillm iretirehient love. 

DUNNO^, 
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Watling Street. 



Tbis ancient itmd, by several writers, is said to 
pass through Dttnstable ; yet, I consider it does 
not pass exactly through that town, but on the 
west side of it, near the foot of the Downs. (It 
is the Ikenild Street or Way, that goes through 
Abe centre of Dunstable, nearly in the direction of 
east and west) I have several reason^ on whidh 
' I ground this optnion,^ (and, by accident, have 
htely been Confirmed in the same,) in making 
research for this ancient street, I followed the ob- 
servations laid down by the great historian, 
Camden : viz, That we are to find out the Roman 
Yoads by the Romab stations, and the stations by the 
roads, &c.; becaOsettieyWerte generally made-con- 
venient to each other. It i« universally agreed by 
liU historians, that Verulam, near St. Albans^was 
an ancient city; or lai^e town, of the Britons and 
ilomans ; and that Watling Street was the road 
from London to Yeruiam : and the next sttini'ri^ 
tmenlioned in the itinerary J was Duro Cobfiva, 
which some place at Redburn ; though later re« 
searches and antiquities prove it nearer Flamp* 
stead, not far from Flys^-Wa^h, on the Juoodon 
Road, but more to the left of that roi»d, oothe 
Plampstead side. And the next st^tio^i >fasr, 
Magintun or Mas iovimium, which historians place 
at Dunstable.' 'I don't consider Dunstable the 
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exact spot where that etaUon or town wae sttuat-i> 
ed ; (though npt far frcmi it,) but westward of that 
to^'h, towards Tatternhoe, where tiie Watling is 
traceabte in seireral places, by the old ridges or 
stdes of that road, and hedge boundaries, which 
.mark its course, and the materials (flints) of which 
it was made, are still visible on the road now 
called Drovers Way. 

History informs u8,.the village or row of Mei^te» 
now Market-Street, stands on the Watling^ from 
.whence it passes to the left of the London road^ 
into the parish of Kensworth, (formerly named 
Ktngswortb, being a royal manor,) In a direct line 
to the hill, eastward of tlie church ;^ througbiai 
field still known by the name of Pitoharding (or 
Pitchroadend) Field;, and the lane which it crossesy 
is^ called by that name» which may originate from 
the ancient pitchM road or street Near the top 
of thislane,^in the ditch^ are two hrge stones, of 
the' brown sandy sort, and very hard and heavy; 
these stones have been brought from some distant 
place, as none of that kind are dug or found iatbia 
neigtihourhood. On examination,. I discovered a 
Ikyet of these stones close to each other, along the 
dttcb:> by the side of the lane. On further inquiry, 
J found the lands adjoining this Pitcharding fields 
towaxds Market-Street, are called, at this time, 
Crateus (or Gatevast) Hill, Gateus Common^ Gateus 
^iel(l,'&c : this seema to. confirm my opinion, for 
GikVs w^s tt^ did ndme for Street, or gates or 
streets,, were similar things; and Vast, added to 
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tite word 6a(e^ implies^tlie Gieat Street, or tond; 
tuu ' From Ike cireuibiltocet aboT€H9iiited, I 
eoo^der this SD^evicknt traoe of the aiKrifiqt Wa€« 
ling^ Street in thi$ piece. These, stones* don't 
tppesr as ifaefouadation of buildings^ not being 
i()iuired^ff, or worked tn any w«y> but appear as 
paving stoneef pieced in the groundas a found^Uoo 
for other niaterials which covered them. The 
Batumi iioil on this spot, i&a loos^ clay,, with s^fa«> 
tasof cbaUc iplarmixed; the fi^^st.iB^teYialsJbr 
niking a. load over* that ja f<^i|id 1% these partfr 
ThiajD^bod. of paving the foundaiiipn with thi^ 
\^Q stones,; must have formed^ a. durable irp^4^ 
tboi^b aUended mth ^mseb difficulty ^)i,^tl^ 
l^nnation of it; andperfeetlgF agrees' vfi^ft^(| 
m^^lKid by^ which tbe Boiaona formed tbeirro^ 
vm) lopse grounds, b<^,.e^ys, &,c* T\kis rc^ 
9^ jSji^reet^ crosses the lane in a slanting directro^j^ 
in fk direct line for Green Lane ; an old jncloscx^ 
road, on the summit of the hill : dpwn this 6f eef) 
Lane, it descends in a line to the Ikenild or Ike% 
iog Way, at the foot of Dunstab^ i;)owns,.jt 
^rpMea that way,^. and passes on between M^j4!^ 
Of Magintun» and Tatternhoe Castle^ wl^re it, 
I^vea tbe^ChiUern Hillf^ crosses Stanbridge Foi;d». 
goesiovef Kenth and R^acb* in the parish pf 
Leightc»wBuazard, for Sloney^Stratfordv Ths fl44 
I^K^todTodiim^of the RomanE^.th^ j^ir^ statipgjTr^i^ 
VerulaaivM laid down in tbe,lUae):My^s^;i^qrei) 
musi beg leave to point q^f, what l^oijiceivet i|[^ 
be, a mistake^, in all the printed^ f!PPJie% X hav 
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^tenof Antoninus's Itinerary, which occurs in the 
distance of two stations from Verulam: vi?, Duro 
Cohriva is stated to be XII miles, and Magiiitim 
XII from that station ; .making Magintun XXIV 
from Verulam. This error, I consider, arose from 
printing X instead of V, which would place the 
two stations VII miles asunder, agreeing with the 
distance of the two places : viz, near Flamstead 
and Maiden Bower, (or Tatternhoe Castle,) also thia- 
distance agrees with tbe next station, Loctorodum 
or Stoney-Stratford XVII miles from Magintun 
or Maiden Bower, on this Watling Street. This 
ancient road runs more in a direct line from Lon- 
don to Stratford (formerly called Streelford) than 
the present Chester road, and corresponds in the 
^easuren^kents or length of the miles, with thoser 
from London to Verulam^ as recorded in the 
Itinerary. 



|0 i% 
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On Watlmg Street. 



This ancient rotd by Romans us'd. 

To awe the British race. 
From London down to Verulam,* 

A city large they trace. 

Btence from her waHs to Cobri va,^ 

Did pass this Watliag road ; 
Tradition says, in Flamstead bounds. 

That Roman station stood ! 

From thence to Mergate it went on,. 

Now MaVk^-Street the s^me. 
Long since 'twas fam'd for cell and nunsr 

Bui this street ga^e it name. 

From Mergate up to Kensworth Hill,. 

It passed through KLingsworth wood ; 
But here* perchance some one may say^. 

Make this assertion good. 

I think I can,, at least HI try : 

To me^ it seems quite plain. 
There is a place near Kensworth cburchi. 

More east in Kensworth Lane. 

And near the rising of the hill. 
Not far from Pitchroading Pond« 
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Where visible traces of this, ro^d, . . 
Unto (Bis day are found« 

There's massy stones, brought from tfar. 
They weigh some hundred pounds. 

With them Ibis Watling Street is made^ 
Across these clayey grounds. 

And for the breadth of several yards^ 

These stones in order hy, 
Along the ditch, beside the lane. 

They mark the pitch'd road- way;; 

It goes aslant, and up the hill. 

Into the old Grkeo LaBe» ,*.,;*, 
From whence^ Unto^be Ikeni^ld W»y» 

The traefc we trace agaifi. 



rj 



■ ■ •' ' ' ' "i-J 

It passes o*er that Bfiti^ road, 

Nearirbere there stood a mill, * ' 

And ancient warriors lay m' rows; , 

Beneath and on thftt bill, p* 

From there it runs to Magintun,* 
Which stood-QD^Ohilterngro^iad, 

And passes by the. Tailt^rnboe 11411^. " 
Which Romans trencbM aK)Mnd.^ 

* Roman' Sttttioim. 

p That end of DoBstable Downs^ [where the Tttmihet or 
Fife Knolls are. ' • *' ' ^ ' 
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Lea(l» down that bill athwart the fbrd; 

That in the valley lay. 
Then by the Heath in one straight line. 

To Stoney.Strect-F6r* Way. 



TRADITION. 



Tradition tells her stories stilT, 

She*s told them many a.da3r» 
Of that old town upon the hill. 

Which stood by Drovers' Way. 

Magintun was its ancient name. 

It ownM the Romans' power, 
And Castle Field, she terms the samr;. 

By some caird Maiden Bower. 

" Stilly Tattemhoe dames, rehearse their tale,. 

•* On eve of winter's day, 
^ About a chest,, hid in their knoll, 

** When Romans went away. 

•"Tis at the bottom of that well, 

" On Castle Hill they say, 
"Of good old gold, it was brimful, 

•*^ And Hea there to^thrs day." 
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My Shepherd says, the chest is founds 
Twas made of solid stone^ 

And horses drew it froia the hill. 
To Ashridge-^House^ it's gone* 



DUNNO. 



* This noble Mansion^ latly erected by the Earl of Bridge- 
water, i» built wiHi stoae, dug frein the Tattemhee Quarrict, 
whose sabterraBeous passages extend a considerable wa; 
nnder this bill. 



N. B. Johnny Gadberry is continaally teasing the Shepherd 
to know who Dunno was ; the Shepherd says, Panno was^ 
a Wild Flower, thit grew on the Chiltcrn Hiils. 



FINIS^ 



R. Vowsont Printer, Notiingkamm 
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DUNNO'S 
ORIGINALS. 



PAHT THE POURTH. 

». J 

C^NTAlVt 

A BE8CRIPTI0N 

- ) . • ' . ' 

or 

eSVERAL CURIOUS JNTKlUtTmS. 

LATELY DISCOVERED 

iM Tarn . *i : ..'/ 

SOUTH OF BEDFORDSHIRE, 

With occasional Hemarks, S^c, tfc. 



* tJlj\j\# > W# l #WTf l f<'^<~^ '*'*'"'' " ■ I J I ■ I » ■!! 



Miogrd ID niMsive heftpi. 
Their hostile 4i|pl repotMl 
SAnd brokeu weapons 
MarkM Ihe 6eld of wwrl 

SOLD BY TV. MCHOLLS, 

tKKKILD^EOW, WEST-STRECT« XH7H8TABLE, 

18-22. 
£nterti at 8tathner$* Hall 
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Lo, Dunno writes of ancmnt things^ 
Of Roman warriors, ftritisb kings, 
.^ wbi^re ilHSil* hodtttetirMB^ bM« 
He says he's found thar gory bed ! 

That fragments of their arms remain, 
RescuM from earth where long they've Iain, 
Pitilb1i<iiious lriix*(l with rrieh<)s and iiSti, \ 
Who 6laiighter*d fell by deadly blows. 

How Romans bought their victory dear, 
Tbat earth has shown l>y dart anTl spetr. 
And many dekdfy ' weapons inoire, \ 
Tbtt OQoe were sieep'o inl&uintab gore. 
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Tu4fHngton JJ[vtiqt^iti)^. 



Jr tJRTH^R parUculara relating to thcnie 
cu£ioi|t antiquitfet, that were dug froiq several 
fields, in the parish of Tuddington. i|i th^ year 
1819t n€»r the road or pUce, by ibft inl^abitants 
traditionally named the Frenchman's Highway, 
probably, from being occupied, at soip^ distant 
pf^od, by an iayading arniy of foreign enemies 
l^jruje, writing, my, former aqcountof the findiiig, 
ill 4l^|[iPg.£^ravei^ weapons, piece^ c^f armpur, J(c! 
l.l)^v^.niet with ipteliigent persons, who werpeye* 
fl^itqesp^ to what I related before, and w)io have 
l^orm^rl, °}fi.<^f further particqlars ; Ukewisf, t^ 
^v$ o])tain^ someof those antiquities therte founds 
and taken sketches from others in possession of va« 
rious^perspns ip the neighbourhood : still I regret, 
tba,t numbere of curious articles are for ever lost^ 
wjiich would h^ve gratified the mind of the anti- 
<j[uariflp and historian, and furnished a pleasing 
addition to the history of my native county. Yet,' 
I trust, my feeble endeavours will prevent this 
circumstance from being entirely forgotten by 
historians^ as thousands of curious matters and 
circumstances have, through the neglect pf persons 
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not recording thtm» thdugh in ever to timple a 
numner,- whicli, in the hand^ of able historians, 
i/vould have form^ valuable and brjltiant additions 
to the history of ihis kingdotfi. 

A person who was daily on the spot^ wbeo* 
th(Me antiquities were discovered, informs me, the 
OCt^Qiof ground was of far greater dimensions 
than I have set down before; "for those things 
** were found all over that field, belonging to Mr. 
" Hicks, of Tuddyigton, and in part of the adjoin- 
"ing fields f*" he^ considers there were some thou- 
sands buried in those fields, from the large quan« 
tities of black earth, which was thrown out with 
the gravel, in solid masses; and from the number 
of spears, daggers, &c. there found. I was like"* . 
wise informed, by several persons, that pieces of 
swords or daggers, with two and three edges, and 
others like spits were found; with numbers of 
buckles, rings, and other brass pieces, of acfrciil&r 
form, which by the description of their size; t 
consider were placed in the centre of their shidds 
or bucklers, or worn as breast-plates, being im- 
boss*d with ornaments, &c. they were very much 
corroded, but sufficient remained to discover of 
what metal they were composed. Also, at the 
same time, an olla or small urn, containing beadb^ 
(which the labourers called a bottle of beads,) was 
found in the same field, of various colours, and 
curious forms; and some ancient coins were found, 
(but not many,) considerable quantities of the 
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gfMTV. ^qn, ^^re di^jOU( of both fields : a person of 
%^4^nfiipx^ assppta, tbftt. ip^ny of the piec^ of 
%jfffjfj^tgc. were worked up by the smiths^ in i\ifL%, 
town and neighbourhood;^ exclusive of those that 
were so much rusted, as to be considered useless.' 
Likewise^ I was shown two other apev-tot^s^ 
tdat were dug out lately, from the easlern fiirfctft 
this pftriah ; they appear to be composed oiscopifi^^f 
orbrassy of a different shape andsiae fnam.tbMH 
iron or steel ones^ before mentfiMjIA; tlNgr vm^ . 
flund in or near the brook, or milltttreaoi, wlucbi 
rana by Cow Bridge and Wad^lowa^: thi^«(MMl 
heads were not both ^found at the aaine tim^ , 
thoagb near the same pla<:e; they are.vegr.pe]^^ 
tad appear oC similar wprkmaivibip, but not aUkfi^ 
in size or shape ; one is 7| inchea in length, thoi 
qUIi^i; iipt quite 6 inches ; and the socket of one 
iy^twice the length of the other, the breadth of 
(j^^ is nearly the same, vis: 1| irt. the«horte6t! 
i|^i|. the shield form, with a larger socket than th«f 
ojjl^qr ;^ they have a semi roiipd projection, whicU 
^tepds from the socket to the point, down the! 
%t^ P^ft of the spear^ and were fastened to their 
Ifjindies, by ^ single rivet through each socket; 
t^ l9ng;est 2^pi>ears rough on the edge, like a fine 
Sj^; the sjiiprtes^ is a Utile bent, and has tw6 
^fks ii> it, probably from the stroke of a sword^ 
or; some Qtli^r sharp instrument. 

of Dunstable, at a bouse and rarm^ belonging to tbat |u iory. 
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', The followiog sketches were taken from the 
several pieces of antiquity, that have come under 
niy observation ; they were foufid in the aforesaid 
fields, in the parish of Tuddington, in Bedferd^- 
•hire, in or near the year 1819* 

^ FioiTRB I. is taken from the remaining part Qf 
an ancient iron or steel helmet, that was dug oi|t 
with the gravel, from a field belonging to Mr*. 
Hicks, near the Frenchman's Highway ; it weighs 
Sib. and the.faoreadth of what remains is 7 io. 
it is only part of an helmet, .and is probably 
Roman, as it corresponds in the shape with some 
worn by Roman figures, that I have seen repre-. 
sented on Roman coins, &c« it is very mucli 
corrode^ with rust, having been deposited in the 
earth a great number of years. 

Fig. 2. represents part of a spear-bead, (proba- 
bly the pile or casting dart of the Romans,^ great 
ntimbers of these implements of war were dug 
out at the same time with the helmet; the sockets 
are broken off those I have ^seen, though I am in- 
formed, several were nearly perfect, except theii^ 
points, which were broken off: fn short, most of 
the weapons dug out api^ear to be fragments, or 
unfit for further use,, at the time they were d^ 
posited in the earth. The widrh of those I saw^ 
was 1| inc. in the widest pari, the length of the 
part remaining, is 8 inc. I was kindly presented 
\7ith two of them, by the proprietor of the fields 
where they were found. ' 
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Fig. 3*. is ft piece of copper, overhidf with a 
thin plate of fine gold; it ia part imbossed, other 
{mrts engraved or chased, and highly ornamented.. 
I consider it was used as an ornament to a girdle, 
or sword belt, by som^ ancient warrior; or other- 
wise attached to soipe part of his armour. The 
length is near 5 inc. and the breadth 3 in the wid- 
est part ; this ornament was also dug out by the 
labourers, in that field, in the year 181& 

Fig. 4. is a profile or side view of Fig. 3. The 
two projecting pieces behind, are iron, and in- 
tedded for, fastening it to the leather, or other 
substance it was affixed to. The swdl or proj^sc^ 
Uon in the centre might probably answer the 
purpose of a sheath^ foi suspending a dirk m 
^ger to the girdle. 

Fia. 5. is a specimen. of some of those curious 
beads, found there» wMch I obtained from the 
wife of the person, who found the ornament, Nob 
3. There weee numbers of them found, in vari- 
eus parts of the fields^ of several formrand various 
colours ; generaliy, they wece composed of stonet 
though some were a comppsitjou of glass, of many 
colours ; the smaHq|3t were black or dark brown ; 
others appeared to be made of agate,^or very hard 
white stone.. 

Fig. $. Several ollaes or pots ef reddish clay, 
of this form» were found in the same field; they 
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of hwmn fiqgew, toeih &c. 

FiG: 7 9nd 8. represent those spear-hfsads o? 
in^t^l, found near Qow Bridge, in the parish of 
Toddington. History informs us, the Britons 
uiod, bn^ss spears, in their wars: I have reasonit 
tp think, these were brass, though tbejr now have 
the appeamoq^ of coppier, 9fi tl^ey may have inir 
pregnated a vitriolic quality, from the tiature of 
tji^^artb pi^witer, in, which they haye^ laio/or 
n^^ny; i^Dturies. 



I lately conversed^ with ajabourar, who 
ei»>|iIoyed in digging gravel m those fields. $ 
#hb stated; that beone di^ found four^oi/ those 
circular sort of plates, before-mentioned, of; rot 
perior workmanship, and was iufpitDed^ aft^. b« 
bad parted with them, that they were most part 
oPtbem composed of gold. He described* theni^ as 
being the size and shape^of saucers^ of 5 or G^mci 
diameter, and marked* with flowofs or figacad 
work all-over, and when r^ibbed, they shone lilfis 
bright yellow goM. From the descriptioD.lm.gwpB 
of them, I consider they wereof the seme^'mate^ 
rials and workmanship as the ornament, desQribed 
in figure the third ; probably belonging, to: taur 
chief captains otofi^cers, that were burjed toge^ 
ther, as they were all found in one place* Ob 
stated, the b^^^ were of all sorts of cQloprs; jtnd 
wer/e found in' masses, in various parts pf t^e 
fields: the vessels or whatever had ^contained 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



9 

ttem, had peritbed in the earth. The sman pott 
\ fitted with littTe bones he said; were very numer- 
ous, in: one part of the fiielH; but it was impossibte 
tb preserve anv of them, for tliey crumbled ta. 
dust with th^ slightest touch, of the hand. 

The foregoing accounts, are m«iner8 of factji 
which have come under my observation; there- 
fore, r hope the reader will prfrdon me in wander* 
log a liiire way on the road of conjecture, as I 
feel a pleasure, sometimes, in travelling thai road» 
particularly when I meet with antiiqurties by the 
way. . It appears, beyottd a doubt, that a great 
battle has been fought on this ground, at some 

\ remote period of time; which battle, by what 
\ occurs to my mind from history and other cir*- 
cumstances, I consider took place in«omcof tbe 
terliest expeditions orthe Romans to this island* 

I Sirvle'rkI eminent authors affirm, the Britons had 
various battles with the Romans, after Cassrbelaa 
was driven from his city or town, fVerulam, near 
St. Albans.) Dion. Cassus relates, that once in 
Julius Caesar*]) expedition, all the Roman foot 
v?ere routed. Orosius asserts, at another time, 
the Roman horse received an overthrow, from an 
army of Britons, who opposed them : probably, 
those engagements took place, in these parts, near 
Verulam. Although Cassar, on his arrival at 
Rome, boasted of having succeeded in every en^- 
gagement, against the Britons; yet, for many years^ 
tfter, they were governed by their own kings an* 
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lavv^ Alpo^Tacit4j9. writes, that Carat acus.thc^ 
Briton, drove the dictator Cagsar out of the islaod 
qf Britain. If the several relations of these histo- 
rjans are correct, it is not unreasonahle to conjec- 
ture, that one of those battles, from the appearance 
of what has been discovered, might have taken 
place on this hill, near Toddinglon, after the 
Romans had taken Verulam, The daff^ers and 
weapons, like spits, which were found in thlai 
field, appear similar to thos^ the Britons used in 
their wars; and the brass or copper spears, di&!^ 
covered in this parish, are evidently British. AlsOi 
I have seen an old history, which relates circum- 
aiances, apparently corroborating my opinion oa 
this subject^ viz; that this battle was fought, in 
:5.on;c. of the first expeditions of thp Romans,* 
a|Mj *l>9fore they, had obt^iined complete possession 
of this island ; it contains the folio wiiig account, 
relating to the expedition of the Komau UeutecH 
s^pt, Aulus Plautius, under the emperor Claudius 
mhich was the second invasion of the Roman?; 
and took place about forty-four years after the 
birth of Christ, viz* that the Romans sailed from 
Gaul, (France,) and landed on this island, without 
finding any resistance, "For the Brittaynes looked 
**not for their comming: wherefore when they. 



• Ca{FsilMlan was unirersaUy chosen, by tUe Britons, as 
tbeir lender and general, to oppose the first invasion of the 
Romans : it seems, his seat of government or principal town, 
was at the ancient. Vera I am, near St. Albans, the ruinous walls. 
oi whieh are still visihte* 
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" iMrtle iMWft itasir enliuMi 'werer« laotfe^ tUiy 

"^t tMtn ifito'thewoCKtde«andmaH9b/iru8titlg, 

** tlMt by Ihigeriti^ ^ tynie, the Ronifly tfet woUld 

"^fte'Mtmrey ned to dcfmrt, tf8 it litd cl^aiided iii 

'^ihhe put loUylhift Cas^r: Ptauthj8,'therefete, 

*Wl tuikib nidoe io AfUl tb^m out; but afcerbb 

*\Ml fb^ild'ttie^, fii^t heVaOquiihed <:aiiatlkcii8; 

"ihid «n«r rtfBt, l^Ogodumiius, tbelM>Qa of 'C^r^b- 

**bellinu8 ; (for their father was dead not very 

"(ii% htfot^i) tbeae/ther^fint ileeihg their mijhh 

**fkauthts receircd {iftite of the t>e(ftt>te coHeft 

^Bbdoimiu ^(^Mcli were iufajecttiitito tbem ibtft 

''iveieciilletf OittuHakin) itito the ob«y«aiiceiyftli« 

"^UbiMyiitfB; uml 'ib^ Icuvitig there ^ garrisoii lof 

^^AikKl^hi. he pAUSA ftlrther. till be <^me to s 

'^er, Which touidnot Wetl be pasted *Witfaottt« 

"^dge; ^fttf^eupob, tbb Brittkywi took* small 

**H^mib defetid th6t»iMge,)is though' tbey bid 

"^ti 8Ul»fe enough ; bbt Pltutiuis blld ippoftitfed k 

*^K^in^ nitmbier of <3ennayn^» wbteb be bad 

""fle^e't^ltb hbH, {b^ing bsM t6 swimtiie ofet 

^~el% Bith6ttgh heta* so swift}) tb ^ tf««r 

^%bicUe tfiey did^ ifteaying and ^duildbl^ ^ 

^Brifiiyiies* bortes. which Wd^ ftstenM to tbel# 

^^g^na ^^A tt^rrets. So tfaiit the Briti^iiea 

""were not 4ib1$ to do Atly pie<^of thetr^Uiii 

^^tooied service of tlie same. Lilcewise, Flavins 

**^V%q^fiiihUs, 'i\hiX «r«s aft^f^ardb ettlp^i^r,) 

^^iMl Ms l^fDtber 5ablMt^s/vi^t^i9^t'Ov«r^lb«l 

'''^ivl^, trbidi «^^'to tbetnrttAttt s1de,ifte'# 

^allMit "MiibM^, thie '^idue «f lite VfjU^mi 
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' ^ fled; bat the next day proffered newe battel, in 
••the which they aUo fouglit «o stoutly, that 
^ the victory depended long jn doubtful bahUlce, 
^•tillC. Sidius-Geta bein^ aloMwt at point to !t>e 
••taken, did so handle tlie matter, tliat tlie Brit- 
^4yne8 finally were put to fjight; for tbe vrbich 
V bi« vallient doing, triumphant honours w^e 
••bestowed upon him, although he was no consul*'' 

The same history relates, after this battle ^e 
Britons retreaved into the mamhes, in E%8e%^Mmt 
the mouth or the Thames, unfi hpjdiy withstood 
all thf efforts of their enemies, .destroying jtreat 
numbers of ilie Romans arid.Gtermans,; e^^r^ito 
Siereoge the death of their prince Togo4|iia|gi|^, 
who was slain in the foregoing battle. It further 
saySr ** Plauiius perceiving their fierceness, ^l^t 
**BO,further, but stayed and placed garrisonajn 
^steedig, where neede reqiiire<l, to keepe ttiose 
^places^ which he had gotten.'* Thuii, he re- 
Hiatned'On the defensive, until tlie amval of the 
emperor Claudius, with a fresh army; after whicb, 
the Romans totally defeated the Britons, and took 
the'city uf Camolodunnum, (Maldon in Essex^ 
which: was the chief city belonging to kio^ 
Cynobdina^ the fat Uer of To^oduuiiuis. 

' though hiMorian^ are silent asfoi the place or 
county where llie battle was (Qugbjt,r in which 
Togodumnus fell: yet, after suc,h a distance of 
Uiae» (near eighteen bun^rcMl y^rS|) I consider k 
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may with oorreotaeis be determiMd. thtt it tort 
place on the hill n^^r Toddington^ aojd^ moat pro- 
lil^Iy it waa (Vojn jhat circ^tnatance the town 
dei^ves ita name : also there are many other cIn 
camatancea which aeem to confirm thia 6pii^bn« 
tf cluaive of those anriquitea there* djacover^ I 
bave also' read in Camden's Britannisi, that ftdtfiur 
firom Buckingham, on the river Ouse, wiaa the' 
(lace where Plautius, the Roman |;etieraU fought 
8 hattle with the Brito'na^ after crossing the riyer^ 
&C. which he relatea aa follows, (oriat least hia^ 
commentator, in the additions .to Buckinfgham« 
shire,)* viz '* The same river carries us to' 
^jEtuckinghanij^* near which town, upon the banka^ 
* of the Ouse, Aulua Plautius^s first victory over 
''the Britons seems to have been gained ;^^ which 
is not improbable* as this town lies near the bor- 
ders of the country Of the ancient Bodumni or 
Oobuni, (the British itihabitanu of Oxfordshire, 
kc.) By ret reading from this river, the Britonsibon 
IbII back on the Wathng Street, one of their prin-^ 
cipal roads, and might be ready for a second engage* 
injent next day at Todditigton or Tebwonh, as the 
distance from their former position op the river 
Ouse, is not twenty miles: also this placf^ is nearly 
in a direct line of march frotn Buckingham, to 
their retreat into Essex, as they had only a smalt 
part of Bedfordshire and the co««ty of Hertfoid 
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to cross; but this vra^ before counties wei^ fofte* 
ed in this kingdom^ though I tnentioii thend, jn^ 
otder to convey an idea of the retreat of th^' 
Bcitons into the marshes Of Essex. 

[Another circumstance, in this parish of Tod- *> 
dington^ is worth, the notice and research of' 
antiquarians ; viz. the large earth work or tumuli.' 
in a field near the church, which retains the name. 
ofCongors (or Tongors) Hill, which is not un- 
likely to be the grave or burial place of Tongo- 
dumnus and other Britons, slain in that battle: 
the situation of the place tends to confirm this, 
supposition, as it lies eastward of Frenchman'^. 
Highway, and the approach of the Roman army 
frpm Buckingham, was of course westward^ or 
from the west or north-west 7 

Likewise Chalgrave, (or Chargrave,) the ad- 
joining parish, to XoddingtoUi^ seems to allude to 
circumstances of wars, &c. as car or char, in the 
British language, implies war or war-grave, or 
the grave of warriors : and Charlton or Charldpn, 
in the parish of Toddington, has some affinity to 
war town, or war hill, &c. in the same languajge. 
Also, Carcut,* (otherwise Cargate, a. bapdet 



* Careut, Tbiv place may derire the name from a^no^li^ 
circnmstaDce, riz. car-gate, which implief, the road to war, 
or the road of warriors t there waa formerly an ancient road 
which branched from the Watljlkg Street, in the aoath part of 
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in the pariah pf Houghton R^, is notfardit* 
tapt from the groondr where this faAtde took place; 
iiid the Ofune seeim to bciar some resemblance to 
C.S. Geta» the Roman, who to much distinguithed 
himself in this engagement Likewise Winfield, 
a ,bamlet of Cbaigrare, still nigber this fields 
m^ht derive the namefrooi the circumstance of 
I battle beiqg fought near it I was informed by 
a person of Toddington,^ that some^ y^trs ago, 
human skeletons, with pieces of armour, &c..were 
found in the valley of Chalgrave, towards Charl- 
ton, supposed to be the remains of some ancient 
warriors : also in the fields and gravel pits, near 
Charlton, skeletons have been found, and bones 
turned up by the plough; likewise in thi^ Charlton 
fields gold rings pf ancient and curious workman^ 
thip have been ploughed up at different times, 
with other ancient articles, coins, kc by the 
farmers, who cultivate those lands. 



sjoU- 



Bedfordihire, and patted by thit Carcat or Cargate, and to On 
for Charlton Crott, and up tb« Cbiltern Hillt, by Charlend or 
Carlend, in the parish of Caddiogton; in which parith it 
cntert Hertfordshire. This road appeart to l>e the line of 
retreat, which the Britont'took itfter their defeat, at it leads 
across Hertfordshire into Ettex > and the name Charlend o» 
Carlend, may imply 6r alhide^o the place where the Romant 
halted or left off purtoing the Britons, at this battle began, 
1 conjecture, on the biirs, between Tebw«rth -and Toddingtoa^ 
tear the road, traditionally, named the Frenchman's Highway. 
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NcAT Ai^ fair cburcb* a hill doth xi^e, 

Poogpn lor To^gors) nam*<i; 
li^ view of wt)ich may some surprise, 
' I gpesS) it once was famM* 

By trfibtn Iwas made* on mhUt lUccMnft, 

•Bytoriant baire w>fc tpU^ . 
IhiAno cooj0ctttrt8 *tit a ItaPUtfU / '. 

Th9kvmt» waa'^rs ko\dp ^ r 

He further hints, that near thtis placb. 

Brave Togodutnnus fell; 
He was a prince of Bntiah rac^ . J ' 

Wh6 fought the Romans w^t; 

His country*! caust ^ knig up1i^d» 
And Romu pow^ witt^tood* 

Nor by their armies was controli'd, 
WMte lieMlliSi or UoodU 

But here the Romans victbrr won. 
Though Britons all fotigbt brave^ 

And io that field n«ir Toddingto% 
Som« tbonaands found a grave. 






It. Dumtmh eruUtr, NMutgham. 
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DUNNO'S 

OBIGINALiS. 



PART TW FIFTH. 



No J^^e, of that Pl^i^e* i^esttaiiw. 

Its lofty Tturels, areteid^low, 
And where \t stood, fair Flowers grow. 
• Kingsbury Palace. 
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PREFACE. 



'So Dame! the Shepherd's not at home? 
Sir, gleaning with Dunno, he is gone, 
No doubt they'll g^ather ancient com, 
Two su<ih odd Fellows tie^er were bom ; 
Hey, Shepherd! what have you got there? 
A handful. Sir, that's Antiquare, 
I pick'd it up I don't know where, 
And DuHNO says, it's curious! rare! 



} 



T. Wkeelkonue, Pritder, N^ttinglum 
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A COPY OP ANCIENT LIN£8»: 

ON TAB 

FOUNDATIONS OF DUNSTABLE, 

(At MUewriei in the Old Chirth Regitter <iftkat ParUh.J 



By Houghton Hegis, there ^rhere Wiatling Street, 

And crossM by IcknilM-way, there grew a Wood, 

With bash^ji thick o'erspread, a covert meet ; 

T6 harbour Buch> &s lay in wait for blood. 

There lurked of Ruffians bold, a hideous rout, | 

Whose Captain was one Dunne, of courage stout. § 

No Traveller almost, could pass that way. 

But either he was MurderM, Rob'd, or KiilM, 

By that lew'd crew, which there in secret lay. 

With Murders, Thefts, and Rapes, their hands were 

filled. 
Who on the coming of the King, did fly, 1 

Each to his home, or to his friend, did hie. 3 

Wherefore the King, such mischief to prevent, 
Tht Wood cut down, the Way all open laid. 
That all true men, which that way rode or went, 
Of sudden sallies, might be less afraid. 
And might descry their danger, ere it came, 1 

And so, by wise foresight, avoid the same. 3 
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This done, he reared a Polt ! both hnge and long^ 
Upon that Road-highi?ay, i?hereby so many past. 
And in the Pok^ let drire a Staple strong. 
Whereto thb'lEShlgs 6Wn Ktfif^, ^peh^aht inm. 
And causM it to be pnblish'd^ that this thing, l 
Was done to see, what 'Aief^ wonld steal the Ring.j 
Yet for all this, the Ring was stol'n away ! 
Whicfh Vheh^ cahneio ^krned Beaticlerk^s ear. 
By skilfal art, to find he did assay. 
Who wks tlie tliief, and first witliin what Shire, 
flis dwelling was, who this bold act had done; i 
And foand it, to be Bedfordshire, anon. J 

Next in what Himdred of the Shire, might dwell 
This venturous Knight, King Henry cast to find. 
And upon Manshead-Hundred, straight it fell. 
Which being found, he after set his mind. 
To learn the Parish, and by like. skill tried ; i 

That he, in Houghton Parish, did abide. 3 

Lastly the Parish known, he further sought^ 
To find the Tery House where he remained. 
And by the .precepts of his art was taught. 
That by one Widow Dunne, he was maintain'd. 
The Widow'« house was searchM, so wilPd the King.; ^ 
And with her Son was found, the Staple and -the > 
Ring. 3 

There Beauclerk by his art, found out that Thief, 
A lusty tall strong man, of courage good. 
Who of the other Ruffians, was the Chief, 
That closely lurked, in that wayless Wood. 
Thus Dunne, this Captain Thief, the^Widow's Son f 
Was hanged, for the feats, which he had done. J 
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And where the thicket stood, the King did build, 

A Market Town, for safety of all those. 

Which traTclied that way, that it might then yield, 

A secure, and safe refuge, from Thievish foes. 

And there King Henry, of his great bounty ; 1 

Founded a Church, a School, and Priory, J 

And for that Donne, before the Wood was do^n. 

Had there his haunt, and there did steal away. 

The Staple and the Ring thereof, the Town, 

Is called, Dunstaple, to this day* 

Also in arms, this Cor -po^ra-ti-on, ] 

The Staple, and the Ring, give thereupon. j 



The following Traditional Old VersCy is stUl Repeated by 
the Country People^ in the Villages near Dunstable, 

** Through Dunstable, to Ivinghoe, we track the Ikenild Way ; 

** An ancient road, acrosi this land, it runs from sea to sea j 

" And in that Wood, close by this Boad, Dunn's gang of Bobbers 

•May, 
** They Rob'd| or Murder'd, all they met, either by night or day. 
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SOME PARTICULARS 

pFTHE 

TOWN, CHURCH, Al^D PRIORY 

OF , 

DUNSTABLE, 

AS RECORDED IN THE ANCIENT PARISH REGISTER. 

— 5K)«^ 

Tkii Account wot Wr&ten as early at the Reign of Henry 
the Sixth, or meire Hum MD yt«T9 ago* 



Lord Henry, King of England, 
** Son of King William, had and held the 
" Town (or vills,) of Houghton, and Kens- 
" worth, m his deaieBne; h^ the place where 
" (the two ancient roads) Whatling, and 
" Icknalde, the Kii^g!fi two streets ineet^ w»s 
'* every where woody^ and full of thieves, in- 
** somuch that a loyal subject could scarcely 
** pass through, but be w<as either murdered, 
" or lost his members, or his goods by them ; 
*< but the said Lord the King, in order to 
** restrain such wickedness, commanded eve- 
<^ ry part of that place to be grubbed up, ,and 
" hard by built him a royal touse, called 
*^ Kingsbury, and that court, contains nine 
" acres of ground; moreover purposing to 
" build a town there^ he caused proclama- 
" tion to be made through all parts of his 
^* kingdom ; that all persons coming to abide 
" there, should for every acre of land, give 
*^ twelve pence annually ; and that they 
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'< tiiFcmgh his whbfe kingdalv ^ flame as 
''"tfae. City of hindom^ 'W «ny fiorowh in 
«£Qr^ididfhad in hhoknl tkiie;;/«Ad'tluis 
'^^^e fiaoe 'iMM bulk by imik j^ec^e. 
.>^ Afid isecaose m certain roM)6r> named 
<< OiMningie, ^osed to pmotiteJus Toi)be&ies 
" lfa»e, tbie Ta!#n is called iDtmBtn^Ufile ; 
*< but the King held the Toi^vta of IDunsteq^e 
*' m his kma hands as a free Bopougb, for 
^* 'Seventeen fyears adeid a half; the^r^esses 
'< (tf the satui Town, vMle q^iit and free 
'^ Arougb all Ebgknd, in form aforesaid, 
'^ during 'all the time of the said King ; they 
" never answered befoc^e Justices Itenerant, 
" ifv other Ministers of the Lord the King, 
" without the 1*0 wn and ^berty of Dun- 
'^ ningstaple, but the Justices and Ministers 
" of tte Lord the King came to Dnniiftaple, 
** and by the oaths of twelve lurors, of Bur- 
*' gesses ; without the joining of any dtran- 
*' ger, determined all pleas. Further the 
'* same King appointed, aind had in the said 
*' Borough a market, twice every week; and 
" fairs, at the feast of St. Peter*s impriscm- 
*^ ment, for the space of three days. And 
** iiiey have a free gallows for hanging 
** thieves, without the liberty of Danstaple, 
** in a place called Edestrote. Lastly, the 
*'said King (Henry the First,) built a 
" €hurch a^ Monastery, within the liberty 
'* <of Ihe said Borough^ in honour of St. Peter, 
** feis he had for a long time intended, and 
'* placed a Prior and regular Canons (of 
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<^ the order named Black Canons) therein ; 
** also he gave to them and their successors, 
** in pure and^ perpetual alms the Church, 
" and Borough, aforesaid, with the Surges- 
** ses. Fairs, Markets, and Lawful Liberties, 
" whatsoever, and alb other Profits, &c. 
** which he used to take, when he held the 
" said Borough in his own hands. Also he 
" gave and granted to them, whatsoever li- 
•* berty, by his royal power he could beistow 
*^ upon them, to have and to hold for ever !' 
^^ as he himself had, and held the said Bo- 
" rough of GoD« But King Henry held* 
** and retained^ the house of Kingsbury &c. 
" in his own hands ; because as yet they had' 
" not a place fit for his reception within the 
" House of C«(PCnons, (ov Priory) . Moreo- 
** ver also the said. Prior and Canons, have 
" the Confirmation of their Charter, by King 
*^ Henry the Second, and King Richard, 
" with the addition and grant of many more 
" Liberties ; also King John, gave them the 
" Palace of Kingsbury &c. &c. and con- 
" firmed their Charter, and granted them 
" another Fair, for the space of three days, 
" at the Feast of St. Tremundus. Likewise 
" the Charter of their Founder, King Hen- 
" ry, was confirmed by King Henry the 
** Third, and Richard the Second, King of 
" England ; and by virtue of such gifts and 
^^ confirmations, the said Canons had all 
" Pleas and Amerciaments of their Men ; 
" and the Justices, and Ministers, of the 
*^ Lord the King, and the Prior, sitting as 
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'Vtheir Associate j determined all thin^ 
" within the Tilberty of iJunstablej the Pn- 
'' or also had his Glerk, as well as the Jus- 
'^ tices their Cleiks, and kept the Rolls of 
" every Verdict. And during the Reigns of 
'' all tiie^ibPeiaid Kingly ttot^l ddi ^fiesent 
''time, the said Prior, Canons, and Bur- 
*' gesses, enjoy the said Liberties j and now 
'' in the said Borough of Dunstaple, there 
'* are many Tenants in capite of the Prior; 
''and there are many Tenants who do 
"their services due to the Canons, for 
*' their Tenements ; and they are all free- 
"Wenv as ^bey w»e in the time df the 
"tfforekid Kin^ Henry, tinder Vhcm the 
"'i^idBal'oug^h was built; and the *Chiirefe 
"«t ©unate^te, wag always Talted atOtee 
*'iltindi»ed Shiilinggj the ^subsidy <tf the 
"®<!^ttgh^OneSitiifdredShiUifirgs^ and 
^^e tnfcome df the 'Market at the same ; 
•^^nd the gaid Tax y&t r^naitis : also three 
"|«rfe 6( the Scite ^f 1?he Bcfrough, are 
"n^^rtbin tlie !Fee of Mooghton ft^is, for 
"Whi<5h «he finid Lord King Henry the 
*' First, ga»^e to the Tenants crf1*ie Towa 
" of Houghton, out of this Wood at Buck- 
'^ wood! and the fourth ^p^t ^ this Bo- 
"flNMifh is re/ptfted to be Within Ike Fee of 
'' l&MWorth, &c. 

*'Y€^ I liave se0n, amidst tfieopenhigf^i'ti t^mpest'i^loud, 
tbbSiJii Mir^slic l^ine, upon tJUKseHoible fW^m^tS, of 

KiiigHetfry'sfaitie; 
And sptead new Luster, on that t^othick'Pile, the work 
OT ages past. 

DUNNO. 
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' iDI^H£R REitfARKABLBS, 



RK^TmOTOTHE 



TOWN OF DUNSTABLE Sfc. 

FROM ANCIENT HISTORY.. 



THE Ikenild Way^ came* from- LimlM^y 
(in the Parish of Luton) te Dunstable, in a 
direct line through Dunstable, to the Pa- 
rish of Eddlesborough, in Buckinghanashire. 
This Limbrey, is a Hamlet of Luton ; near 
it is Biscot, where formerly was a consider- 
able House of Nunns; as ajwpears by the 
valuation (at the dissolution of Monasteries 
&c.) viz. 143/. 18^. Sd. It was dedicated 
to the Holy Trinity, and founded by. Roger j 
Abbot of St. Alhans j who also founded ano- 
ther at Sopwell, near St. Albans. 

AnnoDom. 1123. King Henry lie First 
kept Christmas, at his Palace of Kingsbury, 
in the Town of Dunstable,, and iiQceived an 
Embassy from the court of Anjou, and again 
in the year 1132. King Stephen also kept 
Christmas there in 1137. A friendly inter- 
view took place at this Palace of Kingsbury, 
between King Stephen, and I^enry Duke of 
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Nonnaiidy, in ilie jbieginiimg of tihe ^vear 
1154, -where ^t w^ agreed, thajt Ste^^n 
should enjoy i]xe Crown, duritig his life, aiid 
Henry should succeed him; and ths^i the 
Castles, built by Stephen's permission, a- 
mounting to the number of 1117, should be 
all demolished. In 12l)4> this Palace of 
Kingsbury, with the (hardens, &c. &c. were 
granted to the Priory by King John, on con* 
dition that in all future Royal Visits, the 
Monarch and his Suit, were to beaccommo- 
iited by the Pricwr and Convent, within 
their own Walls, &c* 

Anno/iilS. The Town was destroyed 
by fire, but ^as soon Rebuilt ; after this fire 
those By-laws, called the Customs of Dun^ 
stable, were introduced ; one of which was, 

'^ Shopkeepers may not brew, for fear of fire, 
" Nor drive stakes, -without leave of the Mayor 
"^r Prion" 

It seems this fife began iti the hoUse of a 
Sbopkeef)er, who was Brewing. 

Anno 1214. The Afchbishop of Canter* 
bury held a great Synod ^t the priory, and 
the Pope's Interd ict Was released, after it had 
continued six years; this interdict, was the 
discontinuance of all Divine Public Service 
(by the Clergy), by order of the Pope of 
Rome, who excommunicated King John, in 
the year 1209, and required all his subjects 
to abandon himw 
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Jfn t^6: V^ Ibliii hy at DtmstaMe, 
011 fcNjpurney towards ti^^' North j thWy^ 
U^ Bs^rons comp6)I^ £dm tp o6n^arm m^ 
Ma^na Charta. 

jBi pJt7. Jiewfs, the X)au|ifai& of Piiance, 
and the English Barops, Raited at Dunstabljp 
one night, ^fter thei'i; defeatat tincpte,;) on 
their rout, to Lonjdbik 

/» 1221. Two of the Towers felt an^d 
destroyed the Prior's Stall (or Seat ito the 
Church, not Hall, as some have copied it,) 
with other parts of the building. The body 
of the Ghui^ch was repaired by the Piai^sh- 
oners j bnt chiefly at the expence of Hfeniy 
Chadde, Anno, 1273.. 

N. B, This appears to be that pcjjrt of 
the presiant Churcn, where the brick$ are in- 
troduced, at the chancel end. Also I con- 
sider those curiously ornamented oak pillars, 
or shafts, on which the emblems of CbrisVft 
passion, &c. are pour tray ed, with other de* 
vices (of which there are not two alike, 
each varying from his fellow in form or de- 
sign) were some part of this Prior's stal^ 
t^n beat down by the falling of those Tow- 
ers, &c. ; they now form the front 6f a pew, 
on the South side of the chancel, near the 
vestry room ; they are a curious specimen 
of Ancient Workmanship ; and appear to 
have been wrought with the Knives of the 
Friars ; similar to those figures on sOTae of 



d by Google 



13 

^ mtASf of ihe (dd stalls^ formerly in this 
Clki&cc^; whidb.have been noticed by seivse- 
m HistoriaoB, as a burkfique on t3ie Friar 
Fkeadbers; ^notber : order of Friars, who 
Mre eataJblishJBd in this To^wn. 

jiftva 12S4. Henry de Braibrook^ ^vith 
^€4r Itinerant Jiiistkies, then sitting at the 
Asa^tes, in DanstaUe ; were suddenly made 
prisoners, and conreyed to Bedford Castle; 
by the soldiers of Falcasiys, or Folk de Brent, 
(a Norman, who then held that Castle, ) in 
amfiequenoe of the Justices determining toir- 
tj iveidicts against him, for the forcible enti^ 
Off I^nds^ to which be bad nox^laim. This 
was the cause of the demolition of this Cas- 
tle (from the ruins of which, the long wall 
round the Newnham Priory, near Bedford, 
and Abe old bridge were elected) King Hen- 
tj the Third, then held a Parliament at 
Northampton ; wh^e the Judges' wives, by 
their tears, and entreaties, so moved the 
King, and the whole assembly, with their 
description of this outrage, that all otb^ 
bu^wess was immediately postponed; and 
the iivhole Parliament, fiird with indigna- 
tion, determined (both Clergy and Laity,) 
to attend the King, who marched immedi- 
ately to Bedford, and beseiged the Castle, 
(from which Folk de Brent had fled into 
Wales,) and left his brother to defend the 
saaEie, with provision, and amunition, suffi- 
cient for twelve months ; after two months' 

B 
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Sei^, the Fortress Was taken; tod tlie 
' whole retinue of Folk^s adherents^ 'were put 
to death, (as a terrible example to others?) 
by the King*s orders ; the Castle was com- 
pletely demolished, and levelled to the eaetk. 

Anno 1244. The Barons, and Knights, 
assembled at Dunstable, and tiuton ; and or- 
dered the Pope*s Nuncio immediately to 
leave the kingdom; which order he was 
obliged to obey ! 

In 1247- King Henry the Third, with 
his Queen, and their children, Edward and 
Margaret, frequenly visited the Priory, and 
were presented with a gilt cup, and the 
Princes, with a gold buckle each. 

Againf in 1265, their Majesties visited 
Dunstable, attended by the Popes^s Legate, 
Cardinal Attaboni, and Simon Montmrt, 
liord of Leicester, and remained there some 
considerable time (it appears the King was 
a prisoner at this time). Earl Montfort, this 
.year called a Parliament at Winchester, iii 
the King's nanne ! this was the first Parlia- 
ment, where two Knights for each County, 
and two Burgesses fw each Borough were 
, summoned; and was the original of the 
House of Commons. 

Anno 1276. Kiiig Edward the First's Fftl- 
*coners, had an affray with the Chaplains', 
ami Pryor's servants, in which one of the 
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C^plaiiis were kiird, and the King at- 
teaded in person^ to try the matter. 

Anno 1290. Queen Eleanor died in Lin- 
cohishire, and her corpse, on their journey 
to Westminster, was lodged one night at the 
Priory, where it lay in state j and the Con- 
vent was presented with two Baiidekins, 
(or precious cloths) and 1201b. weight of 
mx for lights, &c. As the procession pass- 
ed throii^ the Town, the Bier stoped at 
the Market-place ; whilst the Chancellor 
iwtrked out the spot, where the Cross was 
to be erected ; the Pryor and Convent, in 
their canonicals, attending, and sprinkling 
the place with holy water j this Cross was 
demolished, in Oliver Cromwell's time, by 
the Parliament Soldiers, that were quarter- 
ed in this Town. 

In 1341 . King Edward the Third, with 
his Queen, attended a grand Tournament 
held at Dunstable. This year the King 
(quartered the arms of France with Eng- 
land, and took the Motto, Dieu Et Mon 
Droit. Also this year, the King in person, 
obtained a great victory at sea, killing 
thirty thousand Frenchmen, and sinking 
and destroying all their fleet ; after which 
he entered France, with his army ; sent a 
challenge to the French King, offered to 
fight him single combat, or with a hundred 
men on each side ; both which the French 
declined, and meditated a truce for one 
B2 
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year ; which Wab agreed to, and a^ter^ffoNls 
renewed for three yearii. 

In 1467. Henry the Siith visited Dto- 

stable. , 

In 16t2- Qne^n^ Elizablelth, on her pro- 
gress, came throikgh Ihih^k^ble. 

It appears there were more than Oim Jfil> 
or place of €onfinetnent, in this Tow»; ab 
the Priory Chronicle records, the rebttiMiSj^ 
of the principal Gaol, in Dnnstable, m the 
year 1229. The site of that prison m sup- 
posed to be in the Middle Row of this Town ; 
and the cellars tend to confirm this opiniofy. 
They bad a gallows for executing of cri- 
minals, without the liberty of Dnvistab!^, at 
a place called Edestrote (probably in tlkstt 
Field, in the parish of Caddington; to this 
day named Stret, or Stretch Field). 

It is generally asserted, the first Dramatie 
Performance, represented in this kingdom, 
(viz. a piece relating, or imitating the ttri* 
racles of St. Catherine,) was performed ^t 
this Priory, under the direction of Gfeoffry, 
a secular Priest, afterwards made Abbot of 
St. Albans ; also this Priory contained seve- 
ral principal Actors in the Drama, of thfe^ 
unfortunate Queen Catharine, some yetfrs 
after, in the R^ign of Henry the Eighth. 

The last Prior of Dunstable, was Gertds 
Markham, who subscribed to the King's su- 
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premacy, in 1524, he had an active part in 
the proceedings^ and divorce of Queen Ca- 
therine, Wife of Henry the VIII. The 
Commisioners sat at the Priory of Dunsta- 
ble J and the sentence of divorce, was pub- 
lickly pronounced in the Church, by Arch- 
Inshop Cranmer, on the 23rd of May, after 
the dissolution of the Priory; this Markham, 
had a pension of Sixty Pounds per Annum,, 
granted him by the King! He died in, 
1561, and was buried at Dunstable. 

On the west side of the Town of Dunsta-. 
ble, before the dissolution, there was a house 
of fraternite Friars, of the brotherhood of 
St. John the Baptist. Mr. Steale describes 
an Altar Cloth which formerly belonged to 
that fraternity, in. the following words : ** It 

is made of the richest Crimson and Gold 
^ Brocade imaginable, and so exquisitely 

* and curiously wrought, that it puzzles the 

* greatest Artists of weaving now living, to 

* so much as gupss at the manner of its per- 

* formance. It is six feet four inches long, 

* by two feet two inches broad, from whence 
' hangs down a border of purple velvet, thir- 
' teen inches deep ; whereon is lively, and 

* most richly worked with a needle, St. John 
^ the Baptist, between fourteen men, and 

* thirteen women, all kneeling. Under the 
foremost is written, Henry Fayrey and 

' Agnes Fayrey, between the arms of the 

* Mercers, — ^thus are the sides. At the end^ 

B3 
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*' is only St. John, between a Gentlematti aflS 
" his Wife; underneath is written Johtl-aild 
'^ Mary Farey. Thife is supposed to hd^* 
** been given by Henry and AgtleiSf Fayi^ 
" his. Wife; to the Fraternity of ^. Johii. 
'' In the middle Aisle of the €hurch, th^ 
*Ms a black tnarble stone with brasi^ fig^Mtifei^ 
*• inscriptions, &c. to Henry Fayrey afbi%i- 
" said, who died the 58th of Decemb#, 
" 1516. . But notwithstanding its age Kb^ 
" Pall is as fresh and beatitifal as at )ts 
" making." A late Author says, " it is now 
" in the possession Of J. Miller, Esq. of Bed- 
" ford, and some years ago by permission of 
" their family, who then resided at Dunsta* 
" ble, it was made a Funeral Pall." This 
Story (the Shepherd observes) is told rather 
different, by old Inhabitants of Dunstable ; 
who had frequently seen it used at Funerals; 
viz. that it was a gift to the parish, for the 
use of any parishoner who choosed to have 
it at a Funeral; on condition of paying six- 
pence each time it was used, to the Church- 
warden, who had the keeping of it for that 
purpose ; but one of those officers disconti- 
nued that ancient custom; not permitting* 
the parishioners even a sight of this ancient 
Cloth ; which before was so frequently dis- 
played, to the wonder and admiration of all 
beholders; (which account is niost correct, 
I must leave to the judgment of my readers) 
for some affirm, ** possession, is niiie paints 
of law.*' 
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Many andent irilver, brass^ ami cdppef 
coins, are frequently dti&eolreif^ed in the eaHh 
in this Town, and the Fietdiisldjoiniti^; mA 
several tokehs of the Tradeinnien, Inkeeper», 
&c. (who have lived in this town) made 
^h set^rd devices on them, witn their 
nkmes, datesr, 8cc. The i^Iver coins ai^e 
generally the Henrys*, Edward's, and Eli- 
^beth's. Also other iladrc ancient coins> of 
copper, bnuss, &c, of the Roman Etnperors; 
a^e frequently found here ; I have had seve- 
ifal in tny possession, and have seeft many 
others, before I had an idea of their antiqui- 
ty. Some that have recently been discover- 
ed, I have obtained from the persons who 
found them in the earth ; or in ploughing 
the lands, near the Town, &c. Those which 
I were able to give a description of, are iets 
follows : (I hope the reader will excuse my 
simple manner of describing th^m,) viz. two 
thick brass coins, one of Tiberias, the 
Wher of Trajan, Roman Emperors; (the 
last was in fine preservation, no part of it 
Was defaced, or worn). Several smaller pie- 
ces of copper coins, of later Emperors, two of 
them on the reverse, have the figures of Ro- 
mulus and Remus, with the wolf and stars 
above (or the sign Caster and Pollux,) the 
othet side has a head, wearing an helmet, 
with the letters ROMA. Another is Con- 
stantinus, with a sceptre and dove, in his 
hand, cl'owned with olive or laurel; the 
reverse, an altar and globe, with two stars 
above. The others have heads with radiated 
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crowns; the obverses some figures, some 
implements of sacrifice, altars, &c. (several 
much. worn and defaced). And three Dun- 
stable tokens, one of brass with a figure in 
armour, in the centre, na^me, William Ele- 
ment, in Dunstable ; the oth^ two are cop- 
per, one has Edward ChewV halfpenny, 
1667. Reverse, Dunstable halfpenny J tiais 
is larger than the other tokens. The other 
has a shield with bearings on it (and the 
word Dunstable is legible round it), and 
John Fayrey ; this token appears to have 
been issued by the Decendants, of those 
Fayrey's, who bequeathed thje Altar Cloth 
(before mentioned) to the Fraternity of St., 
John the Baptist, in Dunstable. Another is 
a brass medal or coin, it appears Roman, was 
found in the garden at Kingsbury, on the 
site where the old Palace stood. One side 
has a female figure holding a cornucopia, 
&c. and the following inscription, EX. PA- 
UBERTAS. At the feet of the figure is the 
word WOLFLAVE. The impression on the 
other side is not legible, but the inscription 
round is perfect, and is as follows : DELn 
PHINOINCOLUMITAS- 

Since the year 1820, 1 have obtained the 
following old pieces of Coin, &c. which 
have been found in this Town, and its vi- 
cinity : viz. two small pieces, apparently 
British Coins, being concave on one side, 
and convex on the other. One is a copper 
coin, and has some grotesque figures or 
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iterkd visilAe ; H ^asfboiri on tfie tra<9t of 

tfe WwtUiif Stre^^ hear fbe foot of Dvn^ 

stable I>6w«s; tUe ether is a thiit pkc^ ef 

brass eohiy and was dag. froii a ditcb, at the 

Mg of tbdt iedser taihuH, or barrow, nesif 

the Td^il of Diihatarbte. I Im^e ieen a 

Six€)te coJA/ thai was fbtmd at the sailie spoik 

ttntw yesrs^ago. — ^A large brass Romsm coin, 

of tlie Emperor Vespatian, the head ap-» 

peups inducted, with the amphitheatri^ on 

die ebyersi^ side; the inscription il^ not itiu 

ttei It ^as found in digging irp gronnd 

far inaking a garden, on the West side of 

Dunstalile, weew the Hoad, or Ikentld Way, 

An ancient icbf^r coin (not so large a^ tber 

oiker) ft)nnd on the East side of Dnnstarble, 

litttF the dforbsaid Way ; one side appears 

worn quite sm(k)th, withDotany inscription ; 

the other side has the bead of Agnstns Ctesar, 

the RoniaA Emperor ; in good preservation, 

far the mimber of yeats it has lain in the 

eAtih. I consider it similar to that Roman 

laoney, mentioned in the Scripiures, (t^- 

pfectifig the tribute money) when Jesust 

confounded the Pharisees, and Herodians^, 

with those emphatic words! render unto 

Ctesar, the things which are C^^t'^; aiid 

nifty Gaii, the things that are Goib's. A 

stostll coin of cdpper, of the Emperor Dalm»- 

tiUfif Ai^ilribatlionus, the reverse, has t^o 

R^msth Soldiers bearing sbndardii of ii^^ 

phies ; was dug out near the Old Rtistdi titttt 

went by Carcut, in the Parish of Houghton 

Regis. A Roman brass coin, appears to be 
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the Emperors, Antonious Pitis ; it was found 

near the Ikenild Way, in the parish of Ed-^ 

dlesboroagh ; the ohyerse has the figure of 

Minerva or Victory, in a sitting posture^ 

with a spear or trophy in her left hand 

(something similar to the figure of Britan^ 

lua, on the modern copper coins) ; the letters 

S. and C. are visible on each side the figure. 

A Saxon brass coin, ploughed out on the 

Track of Whatling Street, (South of Dun- 

stable, in the Parish of Kensworth) appears 

to be a coin of one of the King's, of tl^ West 

Saxons, the obverse represents a Crucifix, 

surrounded with trophies, swords, &c^ A 

Scotch coin, of copper, on one 3ide a crown, 

the other a thistle ; a small silver coin of 

this make, was also found on that Tract of 

Land, a short time before. A large copper 

medal or coin charged with hieroglyphics, 

found in Dunstable. A French or Norman 

coin, charged with Flower de Lisses, Sem-. 

me, &c. A Dunstable token of brass, with 

a. greyhound current, and two tobaqcQ pipes 

crossed above, the name Daniel Fossey, of 

Dunstable, 1638, his halfpenny, D. F. A 

small silver coin, of Edward the First, a 

head crowned on one side, the other has 

Cross. Molines j charged quarterly, with 

three pellets, or gunstqi^es; and the word 

LONDON lACIVI, i^ legible round the 

border, it was found near the Priory in 

Dunstable. 
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Here we cdndude, perehance tl^re majr 
Be found, more Apcient Works, some day. 
We'll mark the spot ! wh^re legions Uy ! 
Near Whetling Street j or Ikenild Way. 

There ne'er was Man, from Adam's birtb,^ 
Could know thy hidden trealures, Earth, 
But time md difetnee h<»re often shown, 
The Shepherd things hefore unknown. 



N. B. Godberry haTiug asserted, the Shepherd 
eould only tell Old Stories, was determined to con^ 
Tince him to the contrary, and requested DpnnO to 
write down whathe saw yesterday morning going to 
his Sheep Fold. 



THE 

VILLAGE MORNING. 



-kiiOM humble Cot^ on ruing ground, I sec the sun arUe, ^ 

Extending his warm glow around the lovely eastern skies, t 

Makes tisuure with new life abound, before him darkness flies. J 
tocrc, 'midst the velvet clouds of mom, new beauties I behold, > 
Their fleecy base he does adoror 'wiJth light more bright than gold, V 
To such delights are Shepherds bom, who early " tend the fold." J 



Advancing, now the heavenly orb just peeps from distant hill, 

---« ^ . 'O 

How I enjoy this lovely scene, as walking through the grove, V 



Advancing, now the heavenly orb just peeps from distant hill, '\ 
His golden rays, the dews absorb, and gilds the village mill, > 
In praise the feathcr'd tribes accord, their notes the valleys fill. J 
Now shining on the hUls so green, where morning Shepherds rove, "j 



I hear the distant iriUrm'nng stream, while lambs in gafmbols move. ^ 
The bam doors open stand, I hear the thrasher»s flail, ^ 

And vHJigc children, hand in hand, diant o'er their youthful tale, V 
Or stooping, search the mossy ground, to find the shell of snail 5 ) 
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And now by chance the early flower attracts their infant eyest 
Nurtur'd by Phcebus's genial power, the azure violet lies, ■* 
Not warriors, in victorious hour, enjoy a greater prize. ' ^ 
Around, the infant circle's plac'd, and all admiring stand, jB 
The stranger is, with praises grac*d, by all the youthful band. 
And quick the coUage path is trac'd, with fragrant flower is hand. 
But oft they stop, to view their prize, the sweetest e'er beheld i* 
And all adore that great All Wise, whose works such pleasure yield* 
Who form*d the sun and built the skies, & decks the flow'ry fidd. 
And now the sable rooks appear, their clamours fill the air, 
AU join the labourers without fear, no murdering gun is there,^ 
And q^ick they insect tribes devour, disturb'4 by the ploughsh?l|. 
Incessantly they fly around, and search with eyes so keen, 
Qt busy peck the new ploughed ground, not one is idle seen, . ij 
While hopeful ploughman's whisding sound, cheers up the la* 

bouring team. 

And o'er the land the 90wer flingSj with steady hand, the seed, "1 
From scuttle, each supply he brings, form'd wkh an ozier'd nn/^ > 
Without his help, the mightiest kipgs on earth could not succeed J 
Yet still the blessing's from above. He sends the increase down, 1 
The farmer's toil is blest by Jove! who makes the harvest browBi > 
I mean the Great Eternal Love, ||i lieaven He wears the crown ! j 
His providence is clearly shown, His mercy's ever near, 
Jo every man hlrbbunty's known, successive year by year, 
^ay all his gracious favoure own, and his Great Name revere. 

DUNNO. 



Post tenebras lucem. Spectemur agendo. 
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